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The American Iris Society is a nonprofit institution 


incorporated February 2, 1927, in the County of Philadelphia, 


State of Pennsylvania. By the terms of the Charter, the 
Corporation has no stockholders and exists for the sole purpose 
of promoting the culture and improvement of the Iris. 
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many other parts of the country, spring arrived four to six weeks early. Medians 
began blooming in late February and most of the tall beardeds had sung their swan 
song by the end of April. Needless to say, in the affected areas this caused problems 
with shows scheduled for the expected peak bloom period. As a result many shows 
were cancelled or moved to an earlier date. Whoever said “you can’t fool Mother 
Nature” was probably right, but this year she surely fooled us. 

Fortunately southern California was not seriously affected by Mother Nature’s foibles 
and the bloom in the National Convention guest gardens, although not quite at peak, was 
plentiful. This year’s convention, hosted by Region 15 bore the name Cali-Zona Gold, 
aptly named to represent the two states (California and Arizona) in that region. Thanks to 
convention co-chairs Jill Bonino and Kathy Chilton and Region 15 members and gardeners 
who put in many hours of hard work to make this convention a memorable experience. 


The AIS Board has approved a new 
fundraising opportunity. 

The program, Grow Your Rewards, sponsored by 
Kincaid Gardens in Savannah, MO, offers AIS and its 
affiliates up to a 50-cent rebate, paid semi-annually, 
on every bundle of 25 Kincaid Plant Markers ordered 
through the program. Club members also benefit from 
this program, receiving a 50-cent Reward Discount on 
every bundle purchased. To participate, the affiliate 
organization must complete and submit the Grow Your 
Rewards Application which is available, along with 
complete details, on the AIS website. 


How Judges Achieve Emeritus Status 

Since I’ve received many inquiries during the past 
several weeks about how a judge achieves Emeritus status, 
I thought it would be interesting to discuss that topic in 
this column, so let’s take a look at the what, why and how. 

Emeritus Judge is an honorary title bestowed by The 
American Iris Society to a judge who has made outstanding 
contributions of service to the AIS over a period of time. 
The Judge’s Handbook states this a bit differently by 
saying “this honor is given to judges who have rendered 
outstanding service to the Society.” But regardless of the 
way it is stated, the bottom line is that individuals who 
receive the title of Emeritus Judge are being honored not 
only for the performance of their duties as an AIS judge 
(the main criterion), but also for diverse and outstanding 
contributions to the AIS national organization and 
through work with and for AIS Sections, Regions, and 
Affiliates as well as with AIS Cooperating Societies. 

Appointments of Emeritus Judges are made by 
the Board of Directors at the Fall Board Meeting in 
November from those nominated during the year. A 
nomination may be made by an RVP or by another 
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President’s Message JUDY KEISLING, MISSOURI 


Mother Nature really threw us a curve ball this spring. In the Midwest, as in 


AIS member. The individual making the nomination 
may nominate a judge from within their region or from 
another region. 

To make a nomination, the individual making the 
nomination must write a letter that clearly states as 
completely as possible the nominee’s record of judging 
and other service to the AIS and obtain four letters of 
support for the nomination from four fully accredited 
judges, at least two of whom must be from outside 
the nominee’s region. The letter of nomination and 
the supporting statements are then sent to the AIS 
Chairman of Judges, who then reviews the documents 
for completeness and recommends valid candidates 
(those who have met the criterion of outstanding service) 
to the Board of Directors for consideration. Approval by 
three-fourths (75%) of the Directors present and voting 
is required for appointment. This information can also 
be found on page 9 of the Handbook for Judges and 
Show Officials, Seventh Edition. 


The ideal time for planting new irises and/or 
dividing older ones will soon be here. I hope all of you 
experience the same pleasure as I do starting new beds 
and rearranging things. After all, you really can’t ever 
have too many irises for the space you have available. % 


Connect with us! 

T Join the AIS crowd on Facebook! 
editor@irises.org 

6 Visit our website www.irises.org 


© Don't forget the blog! 
http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/ 


Editor’s Message 


KELLY D. NORRIS, IOWA 


New Milestones 


Starting in July around most of the country, irisarians Paul Gossett would love to hear from you. His 

sharpen their shovels, don their dew rags and march into email can be found in the directory. 
“the patch,” keen on pleasantly wreaking havoc in an effort After being thoroughly entertained on 
to disperse their prizes, at least the bearded ones. It’s part of an 8:00 a.m. tour by his droll sense of humor 
the ritual of the season. From now in late summer through fall, and endless wit, I was more than glad that Pd 
the din of the iris world sounds like shovels and digging forks booked Richard C. Richards, the winner of the 
clanking together, leaves being cut with sharp knives and scissors, 2012 AIS President’s Cup, to write this month’s 
and cheerful exchanges between gardeners at farmers’ markets | Commentary. I’m confident we’ll read more 
and mall parking lots. Though many of us use this time of year from him in future issues. In addition to many 
to vacate our collections of varieties we’ve grown tired of or no 
longer care to grow, it’s really a season of newness, the readying 
of the garden for new introductions, new acquisitions, and new 
hopes for an even better bloom season to follow. 

In that spirit of newness, the Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 
in Upper Montclair, New Jersey has a new fundraising campaign 
in progress in honor of its 85 year milestone of preserving and 
curating a fine collection of over 2,000 historic irises. I had the 
pleasure of spending National Public Gardens Day (May 11) at 
Presby as part of the pre-launch tour for my book A Guide to 
Bearded Irises. What a fine day spent in the company of Linda 
Sercus and her legion of passionate volunteers. Please consider 
donating to keep the mission of Frank Presby, Barbara Walther, 
and all these volunteers alive. Visit their website for more details: 
http://www.presbyirisgardens.org/. Kelly signing copies of his book at the AIS National 

Speaking of milestones, the AIS looks ahead to celebrating one Convention in Ontario, CA. 
of its own in 2020. In just eight years, our organization will celebrate 
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its centennial. Plans are afoot to publish a centennial bookazine pages of convention coverage, weve packed 
honoring hybridizers, reflecting on the growth of the AIS from its this issue with a cornucopia of topics covering 
inception, and celebrating the many iterations in the last century of the geographical gamut of irises—Louisiana 
our favorite flower. But a publication of this size and scope won’t to Japanese. Speaking of milestones, we mark 
happen simply if we wish it to—we’ll need the support of you one with this issue in fact. In April, the AIS 
and your affiliate organizations to make it happen. At your next Board and I compromised to rebrand our four 
club or regional meeting, would you raise the subject and consider issues as bimonthly editions to more accurately 
making a motion to donate or appropriate funds to this project? Tve reflect our very tight publishing schedule— 
volunteered to serve as editor-in-chief of the issue, but we'll certainly this is now the July/August issue! Next issue, 


employ many volunteers to tell the story of the American Iris Society. with any luck, we'll introduce another new 
With all the technological options at our disposal, we certainly hope milestone or two as well—-literally, as we 
to exceed your expectations with this exciting publication. rebrand Jim Morris’s longstanding column of 


Though peak bloom was just a few days away, the 2012 the same name with flight lines from the iris 
AIS Convention proved to be another successful gathering of | world, courtesy of the AIS Blog, Facebook 
irisarians. If you didn’t make it to Ontario, California, we missed channels, and other news feeds relevant to the 
seeing you! As our organization grows and evolves so too will rainbow flower. % 
our conventions. If you have questions or suggestions about 
future planning of AIS conventions, our AIS Convention Liaison 
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Annual President’s 


MAY 14, 2012 


Each year the terms of office expire for one third of 
the twelve directors of the American Iris Society, and 
four are elected to fill those positions. As provided in 
the AIS Bylaws, a five member Nominating Committee 
recommends to the AIS Board of Directors a selection of 
candidates for nomination as directors. From this list the 
incumbent Board of Directors chooses by written ballot the 
slate of four candidates to be presented to the membership. 

The Nominating Committee consists of five 
members selected each year by their respective parent 
bodies to serve for one year: two directors selected by 
the Board of Directors, two RVPs selected by the Board 
of Counselors, and one section representative selected by 
the Section Advisory Board. 

Approved during the 2012 spring meeting held in 
Ontario, CA. in accordance with the AIS Bylaws, the 
following four individuals are the 2012 nominees for 
regular three year terms expiring in the fall of 2015. 


Letter 


Candidate #1 Ron Cosner (Reg. 21) 
Candidate #2 Paul Gossett (Region 22) 
Candidate #3 Ron Killingsworth (Reg.10) 
Candidate #4 Robert Pries (Reg. 4) 


The Bylaws provide that additional nominations may 
be made by any forty members, of whom not more than 
fifteen may be located in any one region. Such additional 
nominations must be received by the AIS Secretary on or 
before August 31, 2012. 

Should additional nominations be made, a ballot on 
which all nominees are listed will be mailed on or before 
September 30, 2012, to all AIS members and must be 
received by the AIS Secretary or Election Committee (if 
one is appointed) on or before October 29, 2012. 

If there are no nominations in addition to those 
listed above, issuance of a ballot shall be omitted and the 
original nominees considered elected. 


Judy Keisling, President 


SHOPPING SECTION 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


Attention 
Shopping Section 
Advertisers! 


Starting immediately, shopping section 
ads can be either color or black and 
white with no difference in price. If you 
already have an ad, and would like it to 
appear in color, please re-submit it, and 
we'd be happy to change it out. Please 
contact Bob Keup for more information. 


<Rakeup@aol.com> 
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www.bloominbucks.com 
Order top quality bulbs, plants, garden tools and 
accessories from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs and AIS receives 
25% of your order. 


Bloomin’ Bucks Makes It That Way! 


Here’s How: In today’s economy, more people are staying put. They are 
caring for their home and family. But they are also being asked for their 
support more often than ever! WE’RE NOT ASKING YOU FOR MONEY! We’re 
just asking you to do what you would normally do ... beautify your home’s 
landscape! For generations, the bulbs from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs have 
been of the highest quality and have been adding color to landscapes all 
over the country. Adding colorful blooms from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs to 
your landscape helps us! 


How Does Beautifying your home help us? 

It’s simple: Just go to www.bloominbucks.com and choose to support 
our organization. You will then be taken to the website of Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs where you can select from their huge selection of bulbs, plants, 
perennials, supplements, books, tools, home accessories ... anything you 
want or need! In any quantity you need! In any color you want! And a 
percentage of your sale comes back to support us! It’s so easy! 


AIS Insurance 
BY MICHELLE SNYDER, INSURANCE CHAIR 


Beloware instructions for obtaining Certificates 
of Insurance when required by the venue where an 
event is being held. Please be aware I DO NOT 
obtain the certificates of insurance for the local 
clubs, etc. It is the responsibility of the club, etc. 
hosting the event to obtain the necessary Certificate 
of Insurance. 

To obtain a Certificate of Insurance go the www. 
irises.org. Click on the Member Services link and 
then click on AIS Insurance and you will be taken 
to the page that has the instructions for obtaining 
the necessary Certificate. The form can either be 
downloaded and faxed to the number shown or it 
can be completed electronically and sent via email. 

There is a statement that says “Is Certificate 
Holder requested to be named as an additional 
insured?” If you only need to show proof of 
insurance, circle No. If the venue needs to be named 
as an additional insured, circle Yes. 

As always, if there are any problems 
associated with obtaining the needed Certificate, 
or if you have any questions in general 
regarding insurance, please contact me at either 
928-282-5867, or <sammygiz@aol.com>. % 


Time to Look in 
Your Closets and 
Dresser Drawers 


BY JANET SMITH, DIGITAL PROGRAMS 
COORDINATOR, CALIFORNIA 


It is that time again to ask you to look in your 
closets and dresser drawers for any VHS tapes and 
cassette tapes you may have that are iris-related. I 
have a way to take those VHS tapes and create DVDs. 
Once that is done I will return your VHS tapes along 
with a copy of the DVD that was made. 

Yes, I did say look for cassettes too! I am 
working ona project and am collecting any cassettes 
that may have been recorded of prominent irisarians 
in years past. If you have any you are willing to 
share, please send them to me for inclusion in our 
AIS Archives. 

Janet Smith 

P.O. Box 1585 

Coarsegold, CA 93614 % 


Help Us Start the Celebration! 


BY ROBERT PRIES, AIS PR/MARKETING CHAIRMAN, NORTH CAROLINA 


In 2020, The American Iris Society will be 100 years 
old. We would like you to actively participate in the 
celebration. It is only eight years away. We have a great 
story to tell of one of America’s most magnificent plant 
societies. We are beginning to gather materials, images, 
interviews, and all sorts of information. You may know 
only parts of the story, but we can tell you now there are 
many parts to be told, and for that, we need your help. 

We expect to produce a wonderful book that will 
serve as both a commemorative history and a resource for 
passing iris knowledge forward to the next generation. 
But as with all things, we need to start gathering the 
funds to make this possible. If every affiliate could make 
even small donations to the dedicated 100" Anniversary 
Fund, in eight years we will not break the budget to create 
something wonderful. Donators will be acknowledged 
in this special publication so you can assure your place 


in history by helping. Become a Sustaining Club by 
pledging your affiliate to an average of $100 each year 
for the next 8 years and we will honor your club in the 
commemorative issue. Other levels of donation are being 
discussed for individuals. 
Donations can be sent to: 

100" Anniversary Fund 

Gary E White 

AIS Foundation Sec/Treas 

701 Old Cheney Road; Lincoln, NE 68512-1168 


Most importantly, tell us what you think. Do you 
have any special ideas or ways to contribute to this 
special project? 2020 will be here soon, and we need 
to make plans now. Comments, ideas and information 
should be sent to the AIS Marketing & PR Committee: 
aismprcommittee@gmail.com. % 
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Bulletin Board 


Bulletin Board 


International Iris Competition in Florence 2012 


Tall Bearded 
1st Premio Firenze (Gold Florin) of the ‘Florens Foundation for Cultural and Environmental Heritage-Florence’: 


CHEYENNE MY DOG (R. Marucchi-Italy) 
2nd ‘Tuscany Region Prize: RECKLESS ABANDON (K. Keppel-USA) 
3rd Silver Plate of the Industrial Organisation: RETURN TO CAMELOT (G. Grosvenor-Australia) 
4th Italian Iris Society Silver Medal ‘Piero Bargellini: ZESTING LEMONS (R. Ernst-USA) 


5th Honourable Mention: BEL AVENIR (R. Cayeux-France) 

6th Honourable Mention: ECLIPSE DE MAI (R. Cayeux-Francia) 

7th Honourable Mention: ANEMICO (M. Bertuzzi-Italy) 

8th Honourable Mention: FRATELLO SOLE (L. Montanari-Italy) 

9th Honourable Mention: STANDING PROUD (Schreiner’s Garden-USA) 
10th Honourable Mention: MACQUARIE RIVER (G. Grosvenor-Australia) 


Special Prizes: 
Provincia di Firenze Prize for the Best Broken Colour Variety: Perugia Garden Club Cup for the Best Scented Variety: 


SPLATTER MATTERS (J. Painter-USA) STOLEN SWEETS (P. Black-USA) 

Comune di Firenze Silver Plate for the Best Red Variety: Rora and Luciano Bausi Prize for the Best Blue Variety: 
RIO ROJO (Schreiner’s Garden-USA) ALL ABOUT BLUE (Schreiner’s Garden-USA) 
Chamber of Commerce Prize for the Best Commercial Variety: Leila and Paolo Tarini Prize for the Best Violet Variety: 
BEL AVENIR (R. Cayeux-Francia) JON FARRAR (G. Middleton-Great Britain) 

Amici dei Fiori Prize for the Best Italian Variety: Giorgio Saviane Prize for the Best Early Variety: 
CHEYENNE (R. Marucchi-Italy) RIO ROJO (Schreiner’s Garden-USA) 

Louise Branch Prize for the Best Branched Variety: Laura Tancredi Prize for the Best Pink Variety: 
MATTINATA FIORENTINA (R. Marucchi-Italy) RETURN TO CAMELOT (G. Grosvenor-Australia) 
Florence Garden Club Cup for the Most Original Colour: Societa Toscana di Orticultura Prize for the Best Border 
SORDID LIVES (T. Johnson-USA) Bearded Variety: 


BONANZA STREAM (G. Grosvenor-Australia) % 


AIS President Judy Keisling has appointed Janet Smith as the AIS Image Coordinator. The Image 
Coordinator has the responsibility of creating a reference library of registered irises. Registrants are 
requested (but not required) to submit images after a registration has been completed and they have 
received the Registration Certificate for the iris. Instructions and a new “fillable” form are available 


on the AIS website with guidelines on the type of photograph and the desired quality for the image. 


Send the photos or any questions you may have to the 


Image Coordinator, Janet Smith at: AlSlmages@irises.org. *% 
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We Are Growing Again! 


BY ROBERT PRIES, AIS PR/MARKETING CHAIRMAN, NORTH CAROLINA 


According to the latest AIS Membership report, we are 
growing again! After a steady decline over 16 years, the trend 
is reversing and going upward. I am sure people will say it 
was obvious it would turn around. The huge demographic 
cohort of the post-World War II Baby Boom is entering 
retirement and will continue for the next ten years. Now 
they have time to garden. The times are hard, and growing 
irises can be less expensive then traveling. It can also be a 
way to earn extra income. It seems the stars are aligned to 
provide a huge number of potential members, but we will 
not get these members unless we work for them. 

The American Iris Society has experienced declines 
in membership in the past. In the 1970s over an eight-year 
period, AIS lost half its membership, however in the 1980s it 
bounced back and reached a peak of 8400 members, higher 
than ever before. One would expect the same could happen 
again. The population is larger now, and we have the potential 
for significant membership gains. Other plant societies, 
unlike the AIS, have grown recently and even experienced 
significant growth. Drawing on various statistics, the AIS 


PR/Marketing Committee believes AIS has the potential to 
enlist a total of 20,000 members. But recruiting over 16,000 
new members will take a lot of cooperative effort. 

Unlike other plants, irises are diverse and offer appeal 
to many different people. Today’s gardeners are confronted 
by a huge variety of plants, but still are looking for 
something different. We come out on top when it comes 
to nostalgia. It seems everyone’s grandmother grew irises, 
but unless we can get across that we have much more to 
offer in new, improved varieties and diverse types of irises, 
we could still be left behind. 

With all this membership potential, we encourage 
you to use some of the tools shared in the new AIS 
Marketing Handbook, written by the AIS Marketing 
and PR Committee. If you would like to receive a copy, 
email us at aismprcommittee@gmail.com. The AIS will 
support your local efforts in every way we can. We 
appreciate feedback. Together we can take advantage of 
these new opportunities. It is time to plan ahead and to 
get ready for future new members. % 


Premlu m Hybrid WELS 


Free shipping, volume discounts everyday! 


Phone: 262.349.7606 


Waukesha, Wisconsin 
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Conventions 


2012: April 16-21 Ontario, California 


Co-Chairs: 

Kathy Chilton: 14333 S. Stagecoach Rd.; Tucson, AZ 85736; (520)591-1729; <ranchiris@aol.com> 
Jill Bonino: 3110 Kirkham Drive; Glendale, CA 91206; (818)790-3256; <aistreas@earthlink.net> 
Headquarters: Doubletree Hotel Ontario 

222 North Vineyard Avenue; Ontario, CA 91764; (909)937-0900 


2013: April 15-April 20 Dallas, Texas 


Chair: Bonnie Nichols 

3365 Northaven Road; Dallas, TX 75229; (214) 352-2191; <bjnhtn@aol.com> 
Headquarters: Crowne Plaza Dallas (Near the Galleria) 

14315 Midway Road; Addison, TX 75001; (972)980-8877 


2014: April 5-April 10 Dallas, Texas 


See above 


2015: May 25 - 30 

Portland, Oregon 

Chair: John Ludi 

35071 SE Hwy 211; Boring, OR 97009; (503) 668-9230; <kludi@juno.com> 


Headquarters: Red Lion Hotel on the River (Jantzen Beach, Oregon) 
909 N. Hayden Island Drive; Portland, OR 97217; (503) 283-4466; www.Redlion.com/jantzenbeach 


Fall Board Meetings 


2011: Nov 4 - 6: Atlanta, GA 


Chair: Carolyn Hawkins 

7329 Kendel Court; Jonesboro, GA 30236-2512; (770)855-4248; <carolyn9999@comcast.net> 
Headquarters: Embassy Suites, Atlanta Airport 

4700 Southport Road; Atlanta, GA 30337; (404)767-1988 


2012, Nov 2 - 4: Columbus, OH 

Chair: Jody Nolin 

5184 County Road 20; Rushsylvania, OH 43347;(614)507-0332; <jody.nolin@gmail.com> 
Headquarters: Crowne Plaza Columbus North-The Place to Meet 

Crowne Plaza Columbus North—The Place to Meet 

6500 Doubletree Avenue; Columbus, Ohio 43229; Direct: 614.431.6052; Hotel: 614.885.1885 


2013 Nov. 1 - 2: New Orleans, LA 


Headquarters: Doubletree New Orleans Airport Hotel 

2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd.; Kenner, LA 70062; (504) 467-3111 

Chair: Paul W. Gossett 

1502 S. Boulder Ave #12B; Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918) 853-6204; <pwgossett@juno.com> 
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How to Avoid Volunteering 


(Or Being Volunteered) 


BY RICHARD C. RICHARDS, CALIFORNIA 


lt happensin every organization thatinvolves volunteers. 
You will hear someone in authority ask for volunteers, or in 
your absence, someone else may volunteer you. This handy 
guide is designed to cover not only iris organizations, but 
also any group involving volunteers. It covers not only the 
standard avoidance maneuvers, but also provides excuses in 
case you are directly confronted with volunteering. You don’t 
have to weakly cave in because there are ways you can protect 
yourself. In the following short essay, Pll present and discuss 
these techniques. 

First, let’s discuss avoidance maneuvers. These are 
employed when an officer or other empowered individual in 
an organization calls for volunteers in a meeting. 

The first technique when volunteers are sought is to look 
at anyone except the person asking for volunteers. A proven 
favorite is to check the ground for evidence of the emergence 
of giant mutant ninja earthworms (Spectacalus horribilis). 
These worms have been known to penetrate cement in their 
ceaseless search for shoe leather, and you most assuredly don’t 
want your shoes involved in any way. 

Another favorite is to check your cell phone, which no 
doubt has your schedule on it. Look at it for a good long time, 
at least until someone else has been chosen. If you do not have 
your cell phone with you, look at your neighbor’s cell phone. In 
an emergency, put your wallet to your ear and listen intently to 
the rustle of two one-dollar bills making mad, passionate love. 

If you keep your schedule in an old-fashioned schedule 
book, check it for a long time and discover you are booked 
solid for the next decade or two. Lots of empty spaces mean 
that you are busy at that time. 

If all else fails, look at the ceiling and move your lips as if 
asking the Deity what to do. God does not mind being misused 
in this way. 

Some people can sense that a call for volunteers is coming 
and leave the room just before the call comes. Some savvy 
officers have several separate calls for volunteers in each 
meeting, so this is not foolproof unless your intuition is very 
good and you can sense when each call is going to be made. 
But you may be caught—the person in power looks directly at 
you and speaks your name. Loudly. Now we come to that part 
about “excuses.” 


Excuse number one, and a perennial favorite, is a sick 
mother. It does not matter if you have a mother, though most 
people do. Mentioning a sick dad is not as effective, even if 
you have a dad or two. Avoid using this excuse if you are over 
eighty. There are time limits with even the best of excuses. 

Another possibility is the sick dog gambit. Your faithful 
dog of___ (fill in the blank) years has the measles. Do not use 
this excuse if you have a Dalmatian. Who, after all, could tell 
if a Dalmatian has the measles? This is the same dog that saved 
— (fillin the blank) members of your family when they fell 
into a well. On separate occasions. In different wells. This is no 
ordinary dog. If you throw in the words “noble” or “faithful” 
somewhere in your explanation, it can only help. 

Someone who is a master of the excuse can use the following 
one. Your dog’s mother is sick, and you cannot expect your 
faithful, noble dog to handle this emergency alone. It is the 
least you can do for an animal that has saved your immediate 
family, distant relatives, and neighbors from so many horrible 
fates, so many times. But remember never to make a claim 
whose extravagance might arouse suspicion. 

If all else fails, you can always volunteer someone else, 
especially if they are not there to defend themselves. This has 
proven to be quite effective over the years, but it does invite 
retaliation when you are not present. 

We now move to situations when someone else has 
volunteered you, usually in your absence. If it happens, 
apologize profusely for not being able to help at this time. “At 
this time” should be used to indicate you are an overburdened 
person of good will. But aren’t we all? Nevertheless, say “at 
this time.” It indicates sincerity, although it may encourage 
someone to ask you to volunteer again sometime. 

Any of the previously mentioned excuses can of course be 
used to “unvolunteer” yourself. The last resort is to “just say 
no,” and this works amazingly well as an excuse. It is, however, 
a lousy deterrent. 

Finally, you should be warned that, although you are now 
armed with some of the best excuses known to man, and some not 
known to man, that many of the officers and others in positions 
of power in your organization may have also read this little essay, 
and they now know all the tricks. They probably will not be taken 
in by any of them. So, in reality, you’re on your own. % 


The views expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the staff of Irises or The American 


Iris Society. Please respect the right of contributors to articulate their opinions in a meaningful way. Rebuttals are surely encouraged! 
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Milestones 


COMPILED AND WRITTEN BY JIM MORRIS, MISSOURI 


| like Mexican food. So each 
year | like to celebrate Cinco de 
Mayo—the fifth of May—with iris 
bloom, burritos and a good margarita 
or two. May 5, 2012 was the 150% 
anniversary of Cinco de Mayo, a day 
which commemorates the Mexican 
victory over the French occupiers at 
the Battle of Puebla in 1862. 


Golden Gate Bridge Turns 75 

Opening day of the bridge 
across San Francisco Bay was May 
27, 1937. Painted a burnt sienna 
dubbed International Orange, 
the Golden Gate Bridge will have 
commemorative events throughout 
2012. In addition to substantial car 
traffic, up to 10,000 pedestrians and 
6,000 cyclists use the bridge daily in 
the summer. The bridge is 1.7 miles 
in length with two towers that are 
746 feet high. 


Louisiana Bicentennial as U.S. State 
There will be an unusual amount 
of information about Louisiana 
in this issue of Irises (see Section 
Happenings). On April 30, 1812, the 
United States admitted Louisiana as 
the 18" state of the Union. It wasn’t 
a smooth entry as Louisiana was the 
first state to have a majority Catholic 
French- and Spanish-speaking 
population. This reflected its origins 
as a colony under France from 
1699-1763 and Spain from1763- 
1803. Louisiana is distinctive with 
its Creole-American culture as the 
only state that follows the Civil 
(Napoleonic) Code, the organization 
of parishes as local political units and 
celebrates Catholic traditions such as 
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Mardi Gras. The Louisiana iris is the 
official wildflower of the 200-year- 
old State of Louisiana. 


Presby Gardens Celebrates 85" 
Anniversary 

The Presby Memorial Iris 
Gardens in Upper Montclair, NJ is 
celebrating its 85" year of maintaining 
a historic iris collection. Their Essex 
County Citizens Committee is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that works year-round to maintain 
and curate its collection. This year 
they have a goal to raise $85,000 to 
“fill their watering can.” Donations 
can be made online or by check 
payable to the Presby Memorial 
Iris Gardens, 474 Upper Mountain 
Avenue, Upper Montclair, NJ 07043. 
They do a great job of “Culivating 
the Rainbow on the Hill.” 


Remembering Salt-of-the-Earth 
Members 

Longtime AIS, ASI and 
SIGNA member Irene Shockey 
of Albuquerque, NM, Region 23, 
passed away on May 27, 2012. 


Irene Shockey, right 


1929. She was preceded by husband 
Howard on October 23, 1995, and 
is survived by daughters Teresa 
Hartnett of Albuquerque, Beth from 
Miami, FL, and Gail from Artesia, 
and seven grandchildren. 

Married for 43 years, Irene 
and Howard were a team with 
Howard a major cutting edge 
arilbred hybridizer. He registered 
90 irises—67 arilbreds and 23 tall 
bearded irises. Of these, 77 were 
introduced, five jointly with Irene. 
He registered one, ‘Judean Bonnet,’ 
for Lloyd Austin in 1979 that had 
been used in hybridizing since 1960. 
Lowell Baumunk registered and 
introduced posthumously Howard’s 
AB ‘Nordic Sky’ in 2009. Shockey 
irises were awarded 31 HMs, 16 
AMs, and seven C. G. White Medals: 
‘Syrian Jewel’ (1987) in 1993; ‘Persian 
Padishah’ (1988) in 1995; “Turkish 
Pendant’ (1990) in 1997; ‘Queen 
Sheba’ (1993) in 1999; “Desert Fury’ 
(1994) in 2001; ‘Lancer’ (1995) in 
2002; and, ‘Energizer’ (1996) in 
2003—five of them after his death. 
Irene served on the board of the Aril 
Society International and was a past 
general secretary for ASI 
as well. They both were 
members of the New 
Mexico Iris Society, the 
Albuquerque Aril Society, 
and the Albuquerque Iris 
Guild. Both were AIS 
master judges, dedicated 
irisarians and Irene was 
a keen exhibitor at iris 
shows winning her share 
of silver medals. % 


N 
= 
— 
[o] 
Zz 
= 
© 
KA 
G 
=- 
© 
de 
a 


Section Happenings 


BY JIM MORRIS, SECTION & COOPERATING SOCIETY LIAISON, MISSOURI 


Things don’t always happen as 
the 
early bloom time in gardens east of 
the Rocky Mountains in 2012. Many 
iris shows were cancelled as bloom 
was pretty consistently three to four 
weeks earlier than ever before. The 
Siberian/Species — mini-convention 
scheduled for June 7-9, 2012 in 
Michigan was also cancelled as the 
bloom was finished three weeks 
early. They will try again in 2013. 
That makes the AIS Convention 
in Ontario, CA remarkable as we 
visited the gardens there at peak TB 
bloom April 19-21, 2012. And we 
saw variety with PCNs galore at the 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
in Claremont (the extra tour). There, 
a lifetime of PCN seedlings from the 
work of Dr. Lee Lentz formed drifts 


planned—witness incredibly 


of color. Irisarians should seriously 
consider these extra, optional garden 
tours as for the second year in a row 
these were winners. We even got 
to see some of the local critters— 
gophers who co-exist with irises, but 
not peacefully. Earlier at one of the 
section meetings, I listened to Anna 
Cadd tell a hilarious story of being 
on one end of an iris stalk being 
pulled under by a gopher while she 
pulled back from above. Eventually 
she lost the tug-a-war, but not 
without keeping us in stitches with 
her animated story. 


Each year at the AIS convention 
a meeting is held at which the 
presidents, editors and membership 
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chairmen of the various Sections and 

Cooperating Societies are invited. 

This year’s meeting was held April 

17, 2012. Seventeen representatives 

attended. Some concerns of the 

group that were suggested to be 
brought before the AIS Board were 
voiced by those present: 

A. There’s a decline in membership 
in the Sections and Cooperating 
Societies. Younger people aren’t 
joining. Hard work is not 
valued and other interests take 
priority today. Many people 
join but don’t expect to give 
back or participate actively. 
The downturn in the economy 
has affected AIS groups. More 
people have small growing 
spaces that limit the planning for 
large gardens. 


B. The AIS website needs to be 
kept updated. The process is 
too controlled and cumbersome. 
AIS members and the public 
need current information in all 
sections of the website. 

C. Is it time to combine sections to 
save resources? The group noted 
that finally the AIS membership 
totals were going up. The Iris 
Encyclopedia, the blog, and 
Facebook all appeal to the 
younger generation and attract 
the public to AIS. Some affiliates 
have been very successful 
working with the local schools 
and classroom projects that 
engage youth. 

D. AIS needs to be more inclusive 
and diverse. 

E. Smaller nurseries find it hard 
to compete with the large 
nurseries. The AIS Voucher 
Program is a plan that could 
help smaller nurseries. 


Society for Louisiana Irises Votes to 
Become a Section 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
(SLI) Treasurer Ron Killingsworth 
reported that the SLI board and 
officers at a meeting on April 
19 voted to recommend to the 
general membership that SLI 
change their affiliation with AIS 
from a Cooperating Society to a 
Section! At the general membership 
meeting on April 21, the members 
approved this 
change. Many feel this action would 
lead to a better working relationship 
between SLI and AIS. It will also 
save SLI about $800 a year now in 
liability insurance and would bring 
SLI under AIS»s tax-exempt umbrella 
and satisfy the IRS concerning SLs 
non-profit status. 

The SLI mini-convention in 
Shreveport, LA held on April 21st 
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overwhelmingly 
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turned out to be a very nice event, 
although, due to the extremely early 
spring, most of the LA irises were 
bloomed out. Several members 
attending from Arkansas brought 
irises for the show. The show was 
held at the Barnwell Arts and Garden 
Center, a well-known garden on the 
Red River, and was well attended by 
the general public. There were 59 
convention attendees from across 
the U.S.; about average attendance. 
There would have been more if not 
for the unavoidable conflict between 
the AIS and SLI conventions. 

With a generous bequest from 
the late Marie Caillet, SLI has just 
finished publishing the second 
part of a history of hybridizers of 
Louisiana irises. This 100-page 
full color issue was edited by Edna 
Claunch and covers hybridizers 
from 1985 to 2010. The cultivar 
pictures are eye candy and the 
cover picture by Patrick O’Connor 
depicts the Jean Lafitte Swamp 
in New Orleans. The first special 
publication covered the time period 
from Mary Swords DeBaillon (1888- 
1940) and the founding of the Mary 
Swords DeBaillon Louisana Iris 
Society in 1941 to Mary Dunn and 
the California hybridizers through 
1984. Work has begun to gather 
information on a continual basis for 
a future edition. 

Bobbie Ann Hutchins, former 
vice president, was elected president 
of SLI and Jim Leonard was elected 
vice president. A new board 
member, Pat Norvell, was elected 
to fill Jims term on the board. The 
SLI convention in 2013 will be held 
in Dallas, TX immediately after 
the AIS convention in Dallas from 
April 20-23. The SLI convention in 
2014 will be held in New Orleans 
from April 4-6. Note: This date 
was established by SLI well before 


Dallas decided to change the dates 
of the AIS convention in 2014. 
Now there is a one day overlap 
with the AIS convention prior to 
the SLI convention. 

The board approved a tentative 
schedule for conventions that will 
basically rotate between Lafayette, 
Shreveport, Dallas and New Orleans, 
with any other location worked in as 


approved by the board. 
Spuria Iris Society 
Andi Rivarola reported that 


SIS approved new membership fees 
effective in May 2012. They also are 
now offering e-membership but no 
longer offer family membership. New 
members will receive a free new spuria 
introduction from Jim Hedgecock of 
Comanche Acres Iris Gardens. 


Type of Membership 1Year 3 Year 


Regular $12 $30 
Overseas $15 $40 
E-Membership $6 $15 


Median Iris Society Presents 
Marky Smith the 2012 Bennett 
C. Jones Outstanding Median 
Hybridizer Award 

Marky Smith of Yakima, WA in 
Region 13 has received yet another 
prestigious award. This time at 
convention she was announced as the 
winner of the 2012 Bennett C. Jones 
Outstanding Median Hybridizing 
Award by the Median Iris Society. 
MIS was able to surprise Marky, 
perhaps than usual 
because the trophy was still in the 
trunk of a member’s car! Mentor 
Terry Aitken made the award using a 
PowerPoint presentation assembled 
by MIS selection committee 
chairman Stephanie Markham. 
Among her more than 100 iris 
introductions in the past 25 years 


even more 


Columns 


are 18 median Awards of Merit, 
three Cook-Douglas Medal winners, 
three Sass Medal winners, and one 
Dykes Medal winner, the popular 
IB ‘Starwoman’ (1998). 

Her other contributions are 
numerous at the local, regional 
and national level. They include 
performing as RVP and AIS Judge, 
giving multitudious judges’ training 
sessions and hybridizing lectures, 
writing articles on medians and 
median hybridizing, sharing plant 
material and pollen with others, and 
directly mentoring other people in 


her region. Thank you Marky for 


Photo: Kelly Norris 


your critical, keen eye for quality, 
and the joy and enthusiasm you bring 
to iris growing and hybridizing! % 


Future Mini 
Conventions 


SOCIETY FOR 
LOUISIANA IRISES 

April 19-21, 2013, Dallas, TX 
(immediately following the 
AIS Convention in Dallas, 
April 15-20, 2013) 


2014, NEW ORLEANS, LA 


2015, LAFAYETTE, LA 


SOCIETY FOR SIBERIAN 
IRISES/SIGNA 

June 2013, Lansing, MI 
(postponed from 2012) 


SOCIETY FOR 
JAPANESE IRISES 
July 2014; Victoria, BC, Canada 


SPURIA IRIS SOCIETY 


2016, Los Angeles, CA area A view from Presby Memorial Iris Garden§jin May 2012. 
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Youth Views 


BY CHERYL DEATON, CALIFORNIA 


Traveling on the bus with all the youth attendees 
at the National Convention is something | hope many 
of you will experience sometime in the future. I had a 
blast, and I think most of the members of Red Bus #1 will 
agree. The youth members, Ty, Jessi and Sarah Cawley, 
Braden Dorsey, Imogen and Taylor Drinkwater, Claire 
Harding and Abigail Hemmer gathered together for the 
first time at the youth reception on Wednesday evening. 
Imogen and Taylor are from Australia and brought the 
other youth members a gift to remember them by. Just 
before the Welcome Banquet, Braden joined Imogen 
and Taylor in the hotel pool. The next few days were 
spent getting to know each other better, playing games, 
blowing bubbles, understanding the language differences 
and having a good time. I am proud to know these young 
irisarians and feel confident that they will become the 
future leaders of AIS. 

Claire Harding is the recipient of the 2011 Clarke 
Cosgrove Memorial Award for Youth Achievement 
and accepted her award at the awards banquet. First 
runner-up was Sarah M. Green of Region 21. Second 
runner-up was Megan Pennington of Region 18. Since 
none of the girls were able to attend the convention, 
they will be receiving their certificates and prize money 
from a regional representative after the convention. 
Congratulations to all. 

Claire and her brother, Alex (last year’s Cosgrove 
winner) have a portion of their grandparent’s garden in 
Weatherford, Texas that is uniquely their own. The entire 
garden will be one of the gardens on tour next year at the 
AIS National Convention in Dallas, Texas and we will 


2012 SILENT AUCTION 
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED TO THE 


AIS really needs you again—and even more of you to donate to the 2013 AIS Silent Auction in Dallas! 


Please clean your closets, box up your donations and mail them to: AIS Silent Auction Donations, 2213 
。 Hereford Blvd, Midland TX 79707. Also remember AIS in your estate planning. We would love to find a new 
s home for all your precious iris items! Questions? dkstraus@swbell.net 党 


have the chance to see some of the seedlings that Clarie 
and Alex are developing. During this year’s convention, 
Claire completed all the requirements needed to become 
an AIS Garden/Exhibition judge, making her the 
youngest judge ever in Region 17! Way to go Claire! 

Imogen and ‘Taylor Drinkwater are the 
granddaughters of Graeme Grosvenor and accepted the 
Bee Warburton Medal on his behalf. 

Also announced at the Awards Banquet were the 
winners of the Ackerman Essay Contest sponsored by 
the AIS Foundation. In the senior division, ages 13 and 
up, the winner was Colin Campbell of Region 4, and in 
the junior division, ages 12 and under, Glory Winzer of 
Region 18 won in her age group. Look for their winning 
essays in a future issue of Irises. Both winners will receive 
a check for $100 as their prize. Each entrant in the essay 
contest will receive a newer introduction iris as well. 

By the time you read this, many of you will be digging 
up clumps of iris in your garden, making way for a few 
newer ones that you just couldn’t resist, or just splitting 
clumps because they’ve grown so big. Won’t you consider 
donating some of your extras to a young person in your 
club or neighborhood? A scout troop might be able to use 
them to beautify a park or senior center in town and get 
credit for a community service project. In these economic 
times, many youth groups and cities are looking for ways 
to help each other. High school horticulture teachers could 
benefit as well. Encouraging young people is one of the 
best ways to spread the “iris virus” and get them involved 
growing irises. It’s a win-win situation for everyone. 


Sharing irises is a good thing! <% 


A 


R In Your Backyard 


What's happening in your garden? A reader-driven feature in Irises! 
Submit your stories and photos to the editor for future inclusion in this segment! 


Gary Slagle, New Jersey 


Trial by Fire: Beginner’s Guide to Hybridizing 


As | sit here and look at my notebook 
of all the iris crosses that | have made, 
| often wonder “What was | thinking?” 


A pod containing seeds of excitement for 


a hybridizer. 


John Black, Montana 


‘Rare Edition’ still in bloom on June 2, after the 


snow had melted. 


This is An Amazing Iris 


My iris garden is in Harlowton, Montana at an elevation of 4200 


It would appear that my first two 
years of hybridizing were definitely 
a case of what I will call ATDD or 
“Attention to Detail Disorder.” I 
was running willy-nilly through 
the garden crossing whatever by 
whatever with no plan or direction. 
This was mistake number one, two, 
three, 56, 76, and so on. 

If you are interested in crossing 
Irises for the first time, here are a few tips 
to get you started in the right direction. 
1. Do not have ATDD—paying 

attention to details will give you much 
better results. Choose good-quality 
parents with good branching, bud 
count, and overall good plant health. 


2. Be conscious of how many 
crosses you make. You will need 
a lot of space to plant all of your 
new babies in the ground. I still 
have problems with this one, but 
thankfully I have a neighbor with 
some ground they let me use. 

3. The hardest thing to do when 
your first set of babies bloom is 
composting ninety five percent of 
them. You will probably fall in love 
with all of them like I did. No matter 
how bad they are you will love them. 
But be ruthless. Why waste the space 
on inferior plants when you will need 
it for next year’s seedlings, because 
you are now hooked! 学 


feet. Just about any kind of weather can happen at any time. I grow 


all sizes of bearded irises and a few spurias. I lean toward historic 
irises (90 varieties) because of their track record of survival, and I 
also favor SDBs and IBs because their short stalks don’t succumb 
to high winds. The star of my garden is 32-year-old ‘Rare Edition’ 
(Gatty, 1980). Not only does it look stunning in the garden, it is also 
incredibly durable, as it proved again this year. 

This spring we had warm sunny weather starting in April with 
temperatures into the upper 70s. Then on May 26 we had two inches 
of snow. ‘Rare Edition’ began to bloom on May 22 (in the midst of my 
SDB bloom). When I checked the garden after the snow, the purple- 
bordered flowers of ‘Rare Edition’ were there shining through the 


snow. A week later on June second, it was still blooming and looking 
great. Now thats what I call a survivor. Joe Gatty, you did good! #% 
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The Iris Society 
Of Dallas members 


have been busy 
planting thousands of irises for the upcoming April 
2013 American Iris Society National Convention. Over 
4000 plants have been received from over 100 hybridizers. 

The Iris Society of Dallas hosted the 2000 American 
Iris Society Convention and was so pleased with the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Addison that we chose the 
same hotel again for the 2013 convention. The Town of 
Addison has been kind to provide us with garden space 
for a planting of over 600 irises within walking distance 
of the hotel. The garden will be open to the public as well 
as convention guests allowing everyone opportunities to 
see the garden various times. 

The boutique at the convention will be a treat for all. 
Local vendors will have a variety of iris items available 
for sale. 

There will be a total of 8 gardens on tour for the 
convention. The convention begins on April 15, 2013 with 
board meetings followed by section meetings. Section 
meetings host programs that focus on spuria irises, 
Louisiana irises, median irises, tall bearded irises, dwarf 
irises, historical irises, species irises, and many more. 
Wednesday evening April 17" there will be a Welcome 
Banquet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Addison. Foreign 
guests along with each of the American Iris Society 
regions will be introduced. Special youth functions are 
planned throughout the convention. 

There will also be an iris show at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel. There should be hundreds of cut flowers plus 
artistic arrangements. The flower show will be open to 
the public. 

April 18-19-20, 2013 are dates of the garden tours. 
Garden refreshments are always a special treat. On 
Thursday, April 18 busses will load convention guests and 
travel to The Clark Botanical Gardens in Mineral Wells, The 
Carver Garden in Weatherford and The Burseen Garden in 
Grand Prairie. The Clark Garden is a Master Planting that 
includes one of each of the irises sent to the convention. 
Lunch will be served in the Clark Gardens. 

On Friday, April 19" guests will tour the Town 
of Addison iris planting and The Nichols Garden in 


20 AIS Bulletin July/August 2012 


2013 AIS National 
Convention: Dallas Texas 


Mesquite. All convention guests will enjoy lunch at the 
Dallas Arboretum and tour the gardens that include 
irises hybridized by Texas growers. The Arboretum has 
a beautiful gift shop that everyone enjoys. 

On Saturday, April 20° guests will spend a little 
more time on the road traveling north to two beautiful 
gardens in the Sherman-Dennison area. The Brown and 
Thompson Gardens will be on tour. Guests will travel 
back to the Addison garden one last time before casting 
their votes for their favorite irises seen on tour. During 
the convention, there will be several opportunities 
for people to attend in-garden judges training sessions 
including bearded and beardless irises. 

The convention will conclude on Saturday evening 
with an Awards Banquet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

Immediately following the American Iris Society 
Convention, The Iris Society of Dallas will host the 
Society for Louisiana Irises convention on April 21* 
through April 23". There will be 2 days of garden tours 
featuring Louisiana irises in six gardens, four of which 
will not have been seen previously during the AIS 
Convention tours. An iris show featuring Louisiana 
irises as well as more opportunities for exhibition and 
garden judging are included in the program. 

We look forward to seeing everyone. We have a 
program available that we can send your iris club. 
Please contact me if you would like a copy. Registration 
information for both the AIS convention and Society for 
Louisiana Irises will follow in the October AIS bulletin. 
Please check our website (www.irises-dallas.org) for 
convention updates and pictures of the gardens. 

See you in 2013! 

Bonnie J Nichols: AIS 2013 Convention Chairman 

<bjnhtn@aol.com> www.irises-dallas.org % 


Request For Bearded & Beardless Iris 
AIS Convention: Dallas 2014 


The Iris Society of Dallas, Dallas, Texas will host 
the American Iris Society Convention in April of 
2014. Hybridizers are invited to send guest rhizomes 
of recent introductions and seedlings of bearded irises 
under consideration for introduction. Please observe 
the following guidelines when sending guest irises. 

1. Up to four rhizomes of each variety will be accepted. 

2. The guest irises will be accepted from August 15 
through September 15, 2012. 

3. Bearded Guest irises shipped by United States Postal 
Service (USPS), or by United Parcel Service (UPS) 
to: Hooker Nichols 3365 Northaven Road Dallas, 
Texas 75229 

4. The name of the variety, or seedling number, should 
be clearly marked on each rhizome. In addition, the 
following information should accompany each plant 
on a separate packing list: 

a. Hybridizer’s name and address 
b. Name or seedling number of the variety 
c. Type of iris (TB, BB, IB, AB, SDB, etc.) 


d. Height, color, and bloom season (EML) 
e. Year of introduction (if introduced) 

5. If a guest seedling is named, it will be the responsibility 
of the hybridizer to notify the Guest Iris Chairperson 
no later than December 1, 2013. 

6. A receipt will be mailed to all contributors. Shortly 
before the convention, contributors will be asked for 
instructions regarding the distribution of the plants. 
Failure to reply by June 15, 2014 will be interpreted as 
permission to destroy all seedlings and distribute named 
varieties, one to the garden owner and the rest to the Iris 
Society of Dallas plant sale. All official guest plants will 
be returned freight paid, except for foreign addresses. 

7. The Convention Committee and the owners of tour 
gardens will strictly adhere to the Code of Ethics as 
printed in the AIS Convention Handbook. 

8. The Guest Iris Committee will not be responsible 
for losses beyond its control, and only irises received 
through the Guest Iris Chairperson will be listed in 
the Convention Booklet. % 


AIS Silent Auction Needs You! 


The AIS Silent Auction is a small part of AIS fundraising 
which keeps the budget healthy and in turn helps AIS 
provide all the services that we need. This year we raised 
$3400! The silent auction is stocked solely by donations from 
AIS members past and present. We receive items donated 
from the estates of wonderful iris hybridizers and long term 
members. We receive books, glass items, pictures, paintings, 
cups, material, vases, cards, and anything you could think of 
from our wonderful members. These items are up for bids by 
the people attending the AIS National Convention. Bidding 
is fun and easy and sometimes quite entertaining. 

Preparing for, organizing, and running the silent 
auction is a large job. It is done entirely by volunteers 
to benefit the operating fund of AIS. We invite everyone 
to donate at least one item. We all have duplicates of 
iris or garden items or see inexpensive iris items when 
shopping. Get them together and mail them to the Silent 
Auction Chair today for “Donation Dallas.” Every little 
bit helps and your item may be someone else’s favorite. 

This year we premiered a new feature—AIS Region 


Raizin’ Baskets. Each Region in the AIS was asked to 
donate a basket that highlights their area of the country. 
Each Region was highlighted with a poster that shows 
the area of the country they cover and pictures of local 
gardens and iris lovers. This will help us all learn more 
about what area each region covers and what makes 
them unique. In 2013 we hope to have the contents of 
the baskets from each region early enough so we can 
share them and start the bidding by email from the AIS 
Facebook page and continue it by daily updates. 

The idea is for all the local AIS affiliates to donate 
local items to the Region Vice President. Then they make 
the basket and send a list of all the items the Silent Auction 
Chair in February. This will allow everyone to bid on the 
baskets via email after it is publicized on AIS Facebook. 

Please save those items when you do your summer 
or fall cleaning and donate them either for your Region 
Basket or mail them to AIS Silent Auction, 2213 Hereford 
Blvd, Midland TX 79707. If you have any questions please 
contact Debbie at 432-697-6340 or dkstraus@swbell.net. % 
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2012 AIS National Convention 


The following irises were voted the 15 Favorite Guest Irises 
by the convention attendees. There were a total of 397 named 
varieties voted for, of which 40 were write-ins. In addition, 
three numbered seedlings received quite a number of votes. 


Franklin Cook Cup: 
Greatest Show on Earth (Kerr, 2010) 


First Runner-Up: “Beauty Becomes Her’ (Black, 2010) Hes Be S ccc mesic Paul Black 


2. ‘Easy Being Green’ Richard Richards 
Second Runner-Up: ‘Doctor Who’ (G. Sutton, 2010) 全 
Third Runner-Up: ‘Sweeter than Honey’ (Van Liere, 2012) 4. ‘Doctor Who’ George Sutton 
5. ‘Pacific Fire’ Thomas Johnson 
; ， 6. ‘Nessun Dorma’ Fred Kerr 
President's Cup: ‘Oh Carol’ Larry Lauer 
‘Easy Being Green’ (Richards, 2010) 8. ‘Genealogy’ Thomas Johnson 
First Runner-Up: ‘Calizona Gold’ (Valenzuela, 2012) ‘Xerxes’ l oo a 
Second Runner-Up: “Desert Sonata’ (Edwards, 2010) a ees T euE Wee a onton 
l i i Tuscan Summer Keith Keppel 
Third Runner-Up: ‘Coral Dancer’ (Edwards, 2010) WA Caleohaeold Margie Valenzuela 
‘Man’s Best Friend’ Paul Black 
f 14. ‘Snapshot’ Thomas Johnson 
Ben Hager Memorial Cup: 15. “Tobacco Chew’ Tom Burseen 
‘Man’s Best Friend’ (P. Black, 2008) 
First Runner-Up: ‘Soleil? (M. Smith, 2012) The TE n s were: 
pn ik 03-45-1 hybridized by Bill Tyson 
Second Runner-Up: ‘Rimaround’ (Aitken, 2007) O6:115™ hybridized bei rd Moori ad 
Third Runner-Up: Tic Tac Toe (T. Johnson, 2010) 99-16A hybridized by Bob Annand 
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Herb and Sara Holk Memorial Iris & Garden 


BY TED BAKER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Members of the Inland Region Iris Society (IRIS) 
can be very proud of the Herb and Sara Holk Memorial 
Iris Garden located at the Jurupa Mt. Discovery 
Center (JMDC). IRIS responded to a request sent out 
by the JMDC for gardening groups to develop specialty 
gardens to beautify the 84-acre park. Carole Morgan, 
Steve McCullough, Mike Monninger, along with Benny 
Benton and Steve Davis did most of the initial work 
starting in 2005. The Center also contains a dinosaur 
museum and cactus, geranium and other gardens. 

The iris garden is on your right just inside the gates 
as you drive into JMDC. Imagine the impact that this 
fine display of irises has on visitors. We were greeted 


Photos this page: K. Norris 
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‘Mythical Nights’ (Hedgecock, 2009) 
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‘Oh Carol (Lauer, 2012) 


with enthusiasm and popsicles as we got off the bus! 
Canopies lined either side of the path and were filled 
with treats including fresh California strawberries and 
oranges. IRIS members were there to answer questions 
and make us feel totally welcome. The weather was 
warm (95 °F), but shade was plentiful from the canopies 
and pine and olive trees. 

Theguestirises were located within the approximately 
one half-acre iris garden. They were arranged along the 
outsides of four pie-shaped, raised block beds with 
a “key hole” put into the wide edge for easy access. 
These beds were arranged around a central gazebo to 
complete the framework for the plantings. To prepare 
for the irises, the beds were filled with a mix of 30% local 
soil and 70% top soil plus compost. To maintain ideal 
nutrient levels, 6-24-24 fertilizer is applied in January 
and a lighter feeding is given in June. Gypsum is also 
added and evening watering is done by hand as needed. 
Miracle-Gro® (Super Bloom) foliar spray is applied in 
March to give the irises a good start. 

The irises we well grown and bloom was plentiful. 
The bearded irises were in the pie shaped beds with the 
spurias and Louisianas located in long beds on the edge 
of the property, plus around the central gazebo. 

Growing and blooming well in the garden included 
‘Evening Tidings’ (Schreiner’s, 2009), a lovely TB with blue- 


F | a 
Kathy Chilton posing with her 
namesake iris at the Holk garden. 
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violet standards and style arms with darker falls and violet- 
magenta shoulder marks. The yellow beards had blue-violet 
ends. ‘Strut’ (T. Johnson, 2009) was a lovely TB with medium 
orchid standards and style arms. The falls were velvety black 
with a metallic sheen and very dark, root beer-brown beards. 
‘Oh Carol’ (Lauer, 2012) is a reblooming TB with white 
standards and pink along the midrib. The falls appear salmon 
with a darker wash in the center which lightens to a cream 
edge. The beard is a smoky pink-lavender with the same 


colored lines radiating from it. ‘Desert Sonata’ (Edwards, 


2010), another TB, has shell pink standards with a narrow 
gold edge and pink and gold style arms. The falls were cream, 
blending to pink gold at the edge. ‘Doo Wop Memories’ 
(Burseen, 2009) made you look with white standards and 
styles with slightly feathered, yellow edges. The falls were 
white, washed violet-blue with burnt tangerine beards. Jim 
Hedgecock’s spuria, “Mythical Nights’ (2009) was putting 
onan excellent show. The upright, ruffled standards and falls 
were dark navy blue-purple. There was a small dark yellow 
signal on the falls surrounded by red-black striations. 
Seedlings looking particularly good included 
KDSG-06-07 by Margie Valenzuela. The standards 
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and style arms were a medium lemon gold with some 
pink on the midrib. The falls were light lavender-pink 
with gold rims and shoulders. The gold beard had a 
white tip and the flower was ruffled and laced, adding 
to its feminine appearance. SPH-10 was a wonderful 
spuria seedling by Brad Kasperek. While not in full 
bloom, the stately flowers were yellow and heavily 
overlaid with red chocolate. The standards were very 
dark with some yellow showing through the lower 
center. The base color of the falls was again yellow 
with chocolate lines radiating from the base until it 
formed a solid edge. 

What a wonderful time we had in this delightful 
garden! Comments made by convention visitors about 
their experience here included “one of the best public 
gardens I have seen maintained by an iris group,” “designed 
and maintained beautifully,” and “what an excellent crew 
that welcomed us, answered our questions and provided 
refreshments.” Again, many thanks to Carol and the other 
volunteers for giving us many special memories. % 
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‘Doctor Who’ (G. Sutton, 2010) 


‘Genealogy’ (T. Johnson, 2008) 


BY CHUCK BUNNELL, INDIANA 


The bright California sun greeted us as we headed 
west from our hotel to Huntington Botanical Garden 
(HBG) for our first stop of the garden tours. HBG is 
spread over 207 acres of which 120 public acres contains 
over 14,000 varieties of plants. The morning was spent 
examining over 400 irises neatly planted in eight well- 
spaced rows. It was evident from poor growth that SDBs 
and MTBs did not do well as a whole in this climate. 
Some IBs looked fine while others struggled mightily as 
the other medians. TBs were well-grown and at less than 
peak bloom, but there were enough in flower to provide 
a couple hours of interest. 

Median standouts for me were the IBs. ‘Man’s Best 
Friend’ (Black, 2008), which won the Hager cup for best 
median of the convention. The standards are of light 


‘Italics’ (Smith, 2012) 


‘Man’s Best Friend’ (Black, 2008) 


‘Scented Wonder’ (T. Johnson, 2007) 


slate-violet with gold blended into styles and edges. The 
falls are medium red-brown with beards white-tipped 
bright yellow. ‘Italics’? (M. Smith, 2012) with standards 
of smoked sauterne gold and falls of antique gold heavily 
dotted red with an indistinct gold rim. Brick red beards 
complement the whole. ‘Mandarin Delight’ (Niswonger, 
2010) coffee pink self with beards touched blue on 
yellow-orange. 

The most noticeable thing about the TBs was the 
absence of bloom from more than thirty of Schreiner’s iris, 
a pattern repeated in two other gardens. Apparently, their 
irises tend to bloom late and had not yet started blooming. 
At convention, you learn something new every day! 
The varieties in bloom that caught my eye were: “Beauty 
Becomes Her’ (Black, 2010), a bright yellow bitone with 
darker yellow on top; “Doctor Who’ (G. Sutton, 2010), a 
striking variegata with beetroot purple falls accented by a 
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yellow burst pattern with purple veins and orange beard; 
‘Easy Being Green’ (Richards, 2009) was the President’s 
Cup winner for best in-region guest iris. Although not 
the prettiest flower in the patch, it provided the most 
consistent clump in each garden. The flower has yellow- 
green standards with brown veining in hafts with yellow- 
orange beard; ‘Nessun Dorma’ (Kerr, 2009) is another large 
clump producer sporting veined pinkish apricot standards 
and white falls with 1/4” apricot edge and light apricot to 
tangerine beard; “Scented Wonder’ (T. Johnson, 2007) has 
ruffled blue white standards and lavender blue falls with a 
touch of gold in the hafts accentuated by a bright tangerine 
beard; “Tobacco Chew’ (Burseen, 2009) has standards and 
style arms pearl cream, slight tan edges with cream falls 
with amber hafts and yellow-butf edges. The fat fuzzy 
beards are bronze purple at the end, red in middle, darker 
red in throat. The large red beard really gets your attention. 

The afternoon at HBG was spent on a guided tour, 
beginning with the ten-acre desert area with an amazing 
variety of the world’s succulents and cacti. Next we 
crossed the grounds to the newly constructed Japanese 
Garden and finished with the Chinese Garden designed 
and built authentically by Chinese contractors. Over 
400 containers were shipped from China to complete the 
garden. The large pond at the bottom of a steep valley 
offers many inspiring views. 


There was too much to do and see—a huge library, 
the Huntington mansion and art museum—in a single 
day. It was a good start to the garden tours, providing 
items of interest besides our beloved iris. % 


Guest iris plantings at the Huntington 
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‘Tobacco Chew’ (Burseen, 2009) 
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Watsonia vanderspuyiae, an iris relative, 
in flower in the Australian garden. 
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Mystic Lake 
Garden 


BY ROBERT KARR, WASHINGTON 


A wild four-wheeler ride around Mystic 
Lake Iris Garden gave me a complete view 
of these wonderful gardens. Carved into the 
rolling hills above numerous horse farms, 
the main garden where the guest irises were 
nearing full bloom was meticulously groomed 
and well-designed for viewing. Our hosts, 
Carole and Paul Buchheim made sure that all 
of us were well cared for with refreshments 
and shade from the hot sun. 

Catching my eye immediately were 
‘Mountain Halo’ (Ernst, 2008) and 
‘Engagement Ring’ (Ghio, 2011) with their 
sharp, contrasting colors. Not only were these 
two varieties eye-catching, but all the guest 
beds were wonderfully arranged to show off 
an ample display of bloom. Next, large clumps 
of ‘Battlestar Atlantis’ (Aiken, 2008) and Bob 
Annand’s Seedling 99-16A stood out from 
the crowd. Even though ‘Xerxes’ (Baumunk, 
2010) was nearly out of bloom, the clump and 
remaining flowers made a great show with 
numerous stalks and branching. The golden 
hues of ‘Soleil’ (M. Smith, 2011) made it my 
favorite of the convention. 

The new, beautifully laid out viewing 
garden adjacent to the guest beds includes 
a waterfall, koi pond, and a gazebo, and is 
a wonderful addition to Carole and Paul’s 
property to relax in after strolling the iris beds. 

When my ride took me to the top of 
the property to where Carol and Paul plan 
to build their new home, the view including 
Mystic Lake and the entire valley floor was 
spectacular. We could see the reblooming 
bed where some of the varieties had bloomed 
over a ten-month period. A close-up tour 
of the rebloomers was special to me because 
where I am from in the far northwest corner 
of Washington State, we rarely get even one 
variety to rebloom each fall. % 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: 


‘Soleil’ (Smith, 2012) ‘Engagement Ring’ (Ghio, 2011) 


‘Easy Being Green’ (Richards, 2009) 
A view of Mystic Lake Iris Gardens 


‘Tuscan Summer’ (Keppel, 2010) 
‘Xerxes’ (Baumunk, 2010) 


All photos: K. Norris 
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Just as we thought we were in “no man’s land,” 
the bus masterfully turned onto the long and narrow 


driveway of Stanton Gardens and we could see massive 
iris plantings growing on red soil. Here Alex and Kitty 
Stanton grow about five acres of irises on their 11-acre 
plot. The guest beds were relatively flat compared to 
some of the steep hills their commercial beds were on. 
All beds are planted with drip irrigation systems to 
water the irises in this arid climate. 

Oh, did I mention it was hot? I am glad I didn’t know 
the temperature was hovering near 100 degrees—I just 
knew it was wonderful that they had a large, shaded and 
tented area filled with chairs and tables and out of the sun 
where visitors could have some water and refreshments 
throughout the day. And that was the order of the day— 
pacing yourself, looking a bit, relaxing, enjoying lunch 
and exploring some more. 

The bloom was approaching peak so there was much 
to see and many clumps in bud. One standout right 
away was the brilliant iris named for the convention, 


‘Calizona Gold’. Hybridized by Margie Valenzuela 
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(2012), this bright gold iris stood out from across the 
bed. The aptly named ‘Greatest Show on Earth’ (Kerr, 
2010) was another standout with peach standards and 
purple falls and a veined peach spot around the orange 
beard—stunning! 

Other the irises that caught my eye were ‘Wine 
Escapade’, a sanded burgundy border bearded from 
Anna and David Cadd (2006); ‘Sun Shine In’, a ruffled 
yellow TB from Keith Keppel (2010) with beautiful 
branching and well-placed smaller flowers; a delicate 
peach called ‘Comfortable’ (Ghio, 2007) was overflowing 
with ruffling set off by the dark rose blended band on 
the fall; the MTB “Tic Tac Toe’ (T. Johnson, 2010), is 
a delicate colored pink with a touch of lavender on a 
bit wider, rounder form that makes for a very pleasing 
effect. If you like space agers you should also check 
out Tom Burseen’s 2008 TB ‘Stolen Identity’. It sports 
white standards and falls, though the falls are overlaid 
lavender blue. Bright bushy red beards ending with a 
lavender horn make for a raucous affair. This clump was 
performing beautifully. 


Ialsofoundafewfromin-region 
hybridizer Francelle Edwards I 
would like to try—‘Coral Dancer’ 
(2010) and ‘Midnight Kitty’ (R. 
2010). Both are nicely ruffled irises 
of good color and form on clean, 
healthy plants. 

For clump effect, Robert Van 
Liere’s 2012 introduction ‘Global 
Crossing’ was putting on quite a 
show—a very floriferous, blue- 
violet bitone with a narrow lighter 
edge on the fall. Lowell Baumunk’s 
2010 arilbred ‘Xerxes’ was another 
clump standout. 

After lunch I spoke to Alex 
| | and he pointed out that Stanton 
Gardens is now co-introducing 
Mr. Kerr’s newest varieties along 
with many of his more recent 
introductions. I had seen photos 
online and wanted to see them in 
person so I could make selections 
for what I might like to add to my 
own garden. Unfortunately most 
were not in bloom yet, but I did get 
to see how they were growing and 
how many stalks and buds different 
varieties were producing. 

Alex Stanton is concentrating 
his hybridizing efforts on 
developing reblooming irises for 
wholesale nurseries, and they 
have a massive plot of reblooming 
iris cultivars on the hill along the 
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‘Snapshot’ (T. Johnson, 2008) ‘Sun Shine In’ (Keppel, 2010) 


‘Calizona Gold’ (Valenzuela, 2012) ‘Comfortable’ (Ghio, 2007) 


driveway. By this time it was very 
hot, so I did not last too long on 
my exploration of this area, though 
I did try to stand back as I walked 
along the outer edge of the bed and 
take notice of what rebloomers 
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Photo: George Baer 
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were performing well. 

As someone who has grown 
a master planting for a past 
convention I can appreciate all the 
hard work guest garden owners put 
in. I applaud Alex and Kitty Stanton 
and family for the wonderful care 
and hospitality shown to all the 
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Nite i 2 vi: convention attendants. Thanks for 


‘Coral Dancer’ (Edwards, 2010) ‘Greatest Show on Earth’ (Kerr, 2010) sharing your amazing garden! ofe 
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Iris ensata Iris laevigata Iris ensata 
‘Dragon Tapestry’ ‘Lakeside Ghost’ ‘Amethyst’s Sister’ 


Chad Harris 
2012 Introductions 
Full color Catalog at: 
Or call: 360-835-1016 


The Backyard 
Hybridizer 


Perry Dyer is one of this 
country’s most recognized 
iris judges, known for his 
frank commentary on all 
things iris. He hybridizes 
and evaluates trises in his 
Oklahoma garden, with 
a special affection for 
medians and Louisianas. 


BY PERRY DYER, OKLAHOMA 


For those of you who may be fairly new to growing irises, I’m the guy who does 
the semi-annual review of irises, Contemporary Views, modeled after the annual 
review the famous California hybridizer Joe Ghio (Santa Cruz, CA) did several 
years ago. | am 56 years old, have been growing (and sometimes hybridizing) irises 
since my junior high school days, and an AIS judge since | was 18. 

The entire collection of Contemporary Views is available on the AIS website. 
Within these reviews you will find a wide variety of hybridizers, both famous and 
unsung. Throughout my judging career, I have always prided myself in having the 
ultimate open mind. If an iris is good—and I like it—it gets a favorable review. 
If it is worthy of AIS awards, I vote for it. And I am just as likely to invest in a 
new introduction from a “newbie” if I have seen evidence of the quality of that 
hybridizer’s work (“put your money where your mouth is”). 

I use the expression “backyard hybridizer” in a positive tone. If any reader 
or hybridizer takes offense to being categorized this way, my apologies (or “get 
over it,” whichever shoe fits). Very few irisarians in the United States hybridize 

for a living, or even grow and sell irises as their livelihood. 


l use the expression “backyard Most do it for the sheer joy, adventure, and adrenaline rush 
hybridizer” in a positive tone. If any of seeing a new creation in the seedling patch each morning, 


reader or hybridizer takes offense to 


being categorized this way, my apologies 


and then nurturing and evaluating it through to introduction 
to the public. It’s a hobby. Some just take their hobby a little 
more seriously than others. Some grow thousands of seedlings 


(or “get over it,” whichever shoe fits). annually and spend the whole bloom season each year in the 


Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted 
from the Fall 2011 issue of “Tall 
Talk” with permission of the editor. 
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garden. Other hybridizers, apparently, “have a life” and have 
either by choice or necessity, only a few dozen or hundred or so seedlings to 
bloom and evaluate each spring. 

Some of the most prized jewels of the iris kingdom have come from these 
types of hybridizers. An example of this is the great Dykes Medal neglecta, 
‘Dream Lover’ (1971), hybridized by the late Esther Tams from northern Utah. 
As with many other hybridizers, Mrs. Tams did some other very nice work. 
Those varieties just didn’t experience the success—be it from luck, or fate, or 
unsuccessful distribution—that the Dykes winner garnered. 

I have gleaned my articles of Contemporary Views and selected a group 
of special hybridizers—and their varieties—that I would like to once again 
acknowledge. Limiting this list to 10 hybridizers was not easy—there are at least 
that many again that I could have included in this article (perhaps there will be a 
Backyard Hybridizer, Round 2 in the future). Some of these folks are close friends 
of mine and have been in my acquaintance for years. Others I have never met and 
only know through their work. 


THE EAST 


Howard Bushnell, New Jersey 

“Martile Rowland’ (2000) has proven itself as a major 
advancement in the quest for red-bearded yellows — a 
clear lemon yellow with a distinctive white patch in the 
falls, complemented with bold, daring orange-red beards. 
It possesses all the fine qualities you would expect in any 
iris, with sensible, decent form, with ruffling and even 
a fair amount of lace. A child of ‘Martile Rowland’, 
‘Jonathan Peretz’ (2007) is an elaborately ruffled pure 
white with magnificent form, topped with a bright, 
thick, contrasting orange beard. Its father was the 
overlooked ‘Nordica’ (Maryott, 1992), one of the best 
red-bearded whites ever produced. As with its mother, it 
has impeccable plant habits and superb stalks. In a similar 
style, a newer one to watch for is ‘Jerzy Marchwinskv’ 
(2009), similar in nature with ‘Jonathan Peretz’, but 
perhaps a warmer white versus the glistening, crystalline 
effect. And the beard is a one step closer to being red—a 
full orange with some hairs going all the way into red. 


Chun Fan, New Jersey 

I first became familiar with the work of this clever, 
effervescent New Jersey hybridizer with the release of 
his highly-acclaimed ‘Melted Butter’ (1994). Brilliantly 
named, it was a huge, imposing warm white with irregular, 
tasteful “dribblings” of butter yellow poured over the 
falls. The epitome of health—surely coming from its 
classical parent ‘Cup Race’ (Buttrick, 1963), another 
East Coast origination that most certainly deserved the 
Dykes Medal. Huge, husky plants produce thick, tough 
stalks, strong enough to support 3-4 branches in formal 
candelabra style. 

‘Sweet Mei’ (2000) is totally unique, a strange and 
wonderful metallic violet with a gunmetal glow and 
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‘Martile Rowland’ (Bushnell, 2000) 


‘Noble Stature’ (Hilton, 2006) 
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brown-mahogany shoulders (not haft marks) and gold 
beards. But then there is an overlay of a mink finish 
to the entire flower, making it hauntingly beautiful, in 
addition to its wide, rounded form with touching hafts 
and tight ruffling. A newer one to watch for is “Lacy 
Lemon’ (2009), looking promising as an advancement in 
a most difficult class of TBs—laced yellows. I will always 
have fond memories of “Frank” Fan, because at one of 
the national conventions, he befriended my mother 
(“Miss Kitty”). Nearly every summer, she would receive 
a surprise package from him, consisting of a gift of his 
brand new introductions for that year. Since her death, 
he has continued the tradition with me! 


Photo: Kelly Norris 
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‘Chief John Jolly’ (Parkhill, 2003) 
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George Hilton, New Jersey 

‘Noble Stature’ (2006) is a diamond-dusted, palest 
blue that could be categorized as a white with cold 
infusions of blue. From a simple, classical cross of two 
Dykes Medalists, “Song of Norway’ X ‘Silverado’, 
this large, rounded, pleasantly ruffled silvery-white 
holds its own with its contemporaries. It inherited the 
best features from both its parents, with husky plants 
producing impressive clumps. Stalks are tall and stately, 
with 3-4 branches in modified candelabra style. The 
thick strong stalks never waiver from the weight of three 
huge blossoms opening simultaneously, a common sight 
in this variety. Not just another white—it has flawless 
plant qualities and a very sophisticated flower. 


Tom Parkhill, Tennessee 

Mr. Parkhill is an elderly gentleman from Knoxville, 
Tennessee who has apparently been hybridizing for 
several years, earning the respect of growers and judges 
within his region many years ago. Fortunately, by 
sending his irises to AIS National Conventions as guests, 
his quality work is now known by the entire nation, and 
some of his irises have gone so far as to recetve Awards 
of Merit. ‘Parkridge Challenger’ (1999) was the first 
variety I saw from him. It is a tough, sturdy, deepest 
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violet, a child of the famous Dykes Medalist ‘Dusky 
Challenger’ (Schreiner’s, 1986). It inherited all the good 
qualities of the latter and has even better form. There 
have been many, many introductions from the popular 
‘Dusky Challenger’. Unfortunately, in most cases, they 
have been look-alikes and no better than the parent. 
No so with ‘Parkridge Challenger’. ‘Miah Jane’ (2001) 
is a lovely shade of orchid-lavender, in the tradition 
of the old Larry Gaulter classics, with elegant ruffling 
and clarity of color. Stalks are impressive—somebody 
is going to hit show day just right and win it all. ‘Pure 
Sapphire’ (2002) is just that, purest sapphire blue, with 
no other color to disturb the effect. Moderately ruffled, 
with utmost clarity of color. Beautiful plant habits make 
for a complete package. 

‘Chief John Jolly’ (2003) is a welcomed advancement 
in bicolor-plicatas, much in the style of “Tennessee Woman’ 
(Innerst, 1990) and others from Innerst. Standards are a 
buff-tan with just a few markings in violet. Falls are warm 
white with a distinct edge in violet and then a wagon- 
wheel spoke pattern radiating from the beard, reminiscent 
of ‘Spinning Wheel’ (Nearpass, 1976). The colors are 
cleaner, and the flowers appear to have significantly better 
substance than most in this category. It finished first 
runner-up in this year’s Wister Medal voting. 


THE WEST 
Gerald Richardson, Washington 


My original list to review from Mr. Richardson 
contained twice this number of varieties. I whittled it 
down to a half-dozen. ‘Nora Eileen’ (1994) is still one 
of my favorites of his, and it is a vision of quality and 
health. This rich, glowing blend reminds me of a great 
old classic, ‘Martel’ (Muhlestein, 1962), with its tapestry 
of wine, red, and magenta, complete with a flash of 
orchid below deep violet beards. Wide, modern form, a 
conservative amount of ruffling, and the branching and 
bud count one would hope for. Beautiful deep green 
foliage, making husky, weather-resistant plants with 
excellent increase. 

‘Clouds of Glory’ (2005) is a genteel blue and white 
blend, in the style of ‘Cloud Ballet’ (Fort, 1990), but 
bigger, taller, and with improved plant habits. It makes 
a refreshing clump, a shimmering icy white heavily 
infused with crystalline sky blue throughout the flower. 
Although the branching may appear to be a bit close to 
the stalks, all the lower flowers open properly. 


Photos: Perry Dyer 


‘Escalator Up’ (Richardson, 2005) 


‘Escalator Up’ (2005) is an eloquent 
addition to the Emma Cook pattern, with 
huge flowers composed of softest pale yellow 
standards, creamy falls washed in blue, more 
intensified at the edges. The substance is 
outstanding, with an impressive leathery 
texture. Stalks are thick and strong, carrying 
three branches, and double sockets with well- 
timed bloom sequence. Plants are husky and 
healthy with above average increase. 

‘Senior Moment’ (2006) is a huge orchid 
amoena with soft red beards, held grandly on 
tall, strong stalks with superior branching. 
Plant habits were also particularly impressive. 
‘Blueberry Fudge’ (2010), seen on first-year 
bloom in Oklahoma City at the Stout Garden, 
was a pleasant surprise. Pictures or website 
images simply can’t convey the mood of this 
iris. Itis in the ‘Martel’ (Muhlestein, 1962) style 
of rich violet, the falls with an obvious overlay 
in distinctive blueberry. Chocolate shoulders, 
smooth with no haft marks. Deep bronze 
beards. A child of ‘Diabolique’ (Schreiner, 
1997), it boasts magnificent form with deep 
ruffling much like its parent and possesses 
graceful S-curved stalks with three branches. 
My favorite Richardson introduction is 
currently ‘Ivory Ghost’ (2008)—magnificent 
in every way, the best of the “ghostly” dark 
tops, including the Keppel intros. It is a cream 
to bone blend, with an intriguing color array 
of moody violets and ambers intertwined, 
especially in the midribs of the standards. 
Impeccable form, with superb branching, bud 
count and gorgeous plant habits. 


‘Senior Moment’ (Richardson 2006) 


‘Christmas Ice’ (Schick, 2004) 


Oscar Schick, Nevada 

I had the privilege of meeting and talking irises with this 
late hybridizer from Las Vegas at a few of the AIS national 
conventions. His enthusiasm and zest for living—and 
hybridizing—was infectious. ‘Chocolate Ecstasy’ (2001) has 
been totally overlooked. Maybe folks just don’t like brown 
irises, but this is rich and luscious, maintaining sun-fast color 
intensity even in warmer weather. It does exhibit a velvet 
texture instead of a glossy look, such as found in the SDB 
‘Death by Chocolate’ (Bianco, 2002), so this perhaps curtailed 
the overall carrying power of the color in the garden somewhat. 
Nonetheless, an impressive feat. Oscar did quite a bit of work 
with pinks, following the groundwork established by the late 
Vernon Wood from California. My favorite of Oscar’s pinks 
was ‘Lady Gretl Armitage’ (2003), a full satin pink with 
moderate ruffling and a hint of lace. Splendid branching and 
bud count on notably healthy plants. ‘Augustine’ (2005) was a 
pleasant surprise at the OKC 2007 convention, and the more I 
saw it, the more I liked it. Flowers are the richest coral-pink, 
slightly deeper at the shoulders, accented with rich orange 
beards. It produced fantastic, thick stalks with four branches, 
double-socketed, in modified candelabra-style. It also possesses 
excellent plant habits, a claim not all rich pinks can make. It 
was a runner-up in this year’s Wister Medal voting. Recently, I 
have observed and loved ‘Christmas Ice’ (2004) for many years, 
but was hesitant to review it in Contemporary Views initially 
because of its disheartening, notably weak growth habits. It 
is a compact, delicate cold white with magnificent tangerine 
beards strongly influenced with rich pink (whites with true 
pink beards are virtually unheard of). It is graced with heavy, 
elegant lace, yet showed no evidence of having difficulty in 
opening. Shorter, simpler stalks are in proportion to the size 
of the flowers. Increase is minimally acceptable, and the foliage 
not the prettiest in the garden. But be patient and forgiving, for 
it will treat you to one simply gorgeous flower. 
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Francis Rogers, Wisconsin 

Mr. Rogers and his wife, Ruth, live in a suburb west 
of Milwaukee. Their garden was one of the guest gardens 
on tour for the Madison Convention (one of my favorite 
conventions ever, by the way). Francis has hybridized 
for many years and, in spite of limited distribution of his 
introductions, has received a fair number of AIS awards 
over the years. “Midnight Caper’ (1999) is a hardy black 
with beautiful individual flowers, deep, intense, with 
good color saturation in soot black. ‘Masai Warrior’ 
(1999) is an exotic study in masculine shades of color. 
The standards are rich chestnut brown, contrasted in 
the style arms with a garnishment of gold. The falls are 
a unique charcoal display with burgundy overlay, and 
then boldly contrasted with a dazzling sunburst spray 
pattern in white, exploding over the falls from the bold 
bronze beards. Similar in style, “Cajun Cooking’ (2000) 
is probably my favorite, a rustic, distinctive bicolor. 
Well named, it is a hot combo of cayenne and burnt 
orange standards, over an unusual blend in the falls, 
with a concoction of mauve, amber, dulled purple, and 
sienna, complete with a narrow but distinctive rim of the 
standards’ colors. It is wild, different, and zany. Now, 
Ruth does a little dabbling also. As a matter of fact, her 
‘Born to Please’ (2006), a yellow and violet bicolor that is 
a child of Dykes Medalist ‘Edith Wolford’ (Hager), won 
the President’s Cup at the Madison Convention! 


Ben Johnson, Missouri 

I have been an admirer of Ben Johnson’s work since 
I first discovered Wister Medal winner ‘Heartstring 
Strummer’, and I had the thrill of getting to meet him and 
see his Springfield garden, finally, this spring. “Heartstring 
Strummer’ (2001) has all the attributes one demands when 
considering an iris for the upper echelon of awards in the 
AIS Awards System. Indeed, I have voted for it for the 
Dykes Medal three years in a row. This sparkling, elegant 
blue amoena is imposing, in spite of its softer colors. Tall 
and stately, it inherits the height and magnificent branching 
of its Dykes Medalist parent ‘Conjuration’ (Byers, 1989). 
Plant habits are outstanding, without exception, and I gave 
it scrupulous critique in gardens here in Oklahoma, in 
Missouri (where, in its home region, it won the President’s 
Cup at the St. Louis Convention), the hot, dry climate of 
central California, and the cold damp conditions of the 
Pacific Northwest. The refreshing colors are clear as the 
sky, the ruffling of the nearly-horizontal falls give the 
flowers permission to dance in the breeze. I am especially 
fond of two 2010 releases from Ben and look forward to 
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growing them myself. ‘Love Lilt’ is a soft, pristine lilac- 
orchid amoena with voluptuous ruffling and tight rounded 
form. Although from ‘Heartstring Strummer’, it is shorter 
in stature, but retains the quality branching from its parent. 
Ben was “onthe fence” with his new laced yellow ‘Fallalery’, 
for it does not have the best branching and bud count (only 
two, sometimes three branches, with acceptable but not 
outstanding placement) and only fair in growth habits. 
Advancement in laced yellows has been slow to come 
by. This is a heavily laced medium sunshine yellow with 
deep yellow beards, remindful of ‘Ritzy’ (Hager/Cooley’s 
Gardens, 2004), but with even heavier lace. Flowers open 
without twisting, even in cold wet weather. Standards 
retained their shape when others didn’t. 


Barbara Nicodemus, Missouri 

I have known Barbara Nicodemus and her 
husband, Richard, for several years, but this spring was 
my first opportunity to visit their garden and seedling 
patch. As with Richardson, it was difficult thinning 
down their yield to a half-dozen. ‘Sugar Creek Blues’ 
(2005) is a clearly colored blue amoena in the tradition 
of ‘Dover Beach’ (Nearpass, 1972), with pure white 
standards and smooth light to medium blue falls. The 
flower size is moderate in size, the nearly horizontal 
falls are sufficiently wide, simple, with rolling waves, 
and are displayed on well-branched stalks, beautifully 
spaced and timed within the clump. The overall effect 
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is that of freshness, elegant in its simplicity, with 
impeccable plant habits. ‘Voltaires Cloak’ (2005) 
was the best of a series of very fine blacks from 
‘Hello Darkness’ (Schreiner, 1992) and ‘Superstition’ 
(Schreiner’s, 1977). A very early bloomer (unusual 
for blacks), it is a dignified violet-black from the 
blue side. The flowers retain their form and excellent 
color saturation, right down to the last blossoms on 
the stalks. Stalks are tall, staying upright through a 
wide range of weather conditions, although they look 
willowy with very wide formal candelabra branching. 
Barbara released a carefully-selected series of laced 
orchid-lavenders, each unique and worthy of release. 
My favorite is ‘Legacy of Lace’ (2007), a tasteful 
amethyst-lavender with, gratefully, far superior plant 
habits and earlier bloom than the ‘Feature Attraction’ 
(Schreiner, 1994) bloodlines. The flowers glisten with 
diamond-dusting, opening properly in spite of an 
intense application of lace. Husband Richard does 
some dabbling, too. His introduction, ‘Fabulous One’ 
(2006) is a luxurious, sensuous deep, deep neglecta, 
with medium to deep blue-violet standards and inky 
black velvet falls. Somewhat shorter, rather clubby 
stalks carry three branches a bit close to the stalks, 
but there’s proof in the clump that all the flowers open 
properly. An average increaser with beautiful purple- 
based foliage, it won a well-deserved Award of Merit 
this year. Barbara’s newest release ‘Jerico Springs’ 
(2011) is a child of ‘Fabulous One’, and has marked 
improvement in stalk height (about six inches taller), 
and better branching (not quite so close to the stalk). 
This is not just another “ho-hum neglecta!” The falls 
are adorned with the most fascinating network on 
light blue texture veining. It finally dawned on me that 
the pattern was similar to what you find in a Japanese 
iris! Elegance supreme. 
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Photo: B. Nicodemus 


‘Fallalery’ (B. Johnson, 2010) 


Jerico Springs’ (Nicodemus, 2011) 


Ron Mullin, Oklahoma 

I conclude this article with a tribute to an Oklahoma 
hybridizer, who has mentored Hugh Stout, countless 
other irisarians, and me. This former AIS Editor and 
President had been “tinkering” with iris crosses for many 
years, but was too self-critical to take the final plunge 
and introduce one of his seedlings for several years. 
You know, the really good hybridizers are also great 
judges and are the most critical judge of their own work. 
Then came ‘Rhonda Fleming’ (1993). Oh, boy, another 
plicata—just what the world needs, right? Hardly. This 
is a lilac on white plicata. Think about it. How many lilac 
plicatas can you name? Not blue, not lavender. One of 
Ron’s chums, Tulsa “Show King” Dean Brand, guested it 
for a couple of years for Ron, took it to the Tulsa show 
and won Best Seedling (I judged that show—best stalk 
on the floor— would’ve won Queen had it not been a 
seedling). Ron took the next step and introduced it. The 
following year in Tulsa again, the same exhibitor won 
Queen of Show (I judged that show, too)! Although it 
did go on to win a Wister, it deserved the Dykes Medal, 
and I voted for it for all 3 years of eligibility. Even to this 
day, I consider this to be Ron’s best introduction, but he 
has done some nice work since then, too. 

‘Pretty Is’ (1995) is indeed just that. It has flawless 
form, broad and full to show off its sunshine yellow 
coloring. Just a hint of a white spot below deep yellow 
beards is a nice compliment. Seductive ruffling and a 
hint of lace. ‘Rachel Drumm’ (2000) was named for 
a lifelong friend of Ron’s from Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
only recently deceased. She was also one of the best 
iris judges I’ve ever known. It is a bright, clear yellow, 
through and through, with only a small patch of 
creamy-white in the center of the falls. From a high- 
quality cross, it took the best of each parent—strong, 
sturdy stalks from the great ‘Cup Race’ (Buttrick, 


Photo: Hugh Stout 


‘Best Friend’ (Mullin, 2011) 


1963), and the impeccable form and ruffling and 
brightness of color from ‘Speculator’ (Ghio, 1983). 
‘Ruth Simmons’ (2000) was named in honor of a 
lovely lady from Oklahoma who unexpectedly passed 
away just before the 1999 Oklahoma City National 
Convention. The flower is a quiet soft yellow and white 
taffeta, with understated elegance in moderate ruffling 
and nearly horizontal falls. The falls are primarily white, 
but gently blend in with the standards’ colors towards 
the edges. Full yellow beards bring it all together. The 
branching and bud count are without peer, with four 
branches, lower re-branching, and as many as 12 buds 
on tall, graceful but sturdy stalks. ‘Barbara Jean’ (2005) 
reminds you of a darker version of the Dykes Medalist, 
‘Song Norway’ (Luihn, 1979), right down to the darker 
beard, similar style of form, and impeccable show stalk 
branching. It also won the President’s Cup at the 2007 
Oklahoma City National Convention. 

Ron’s latest is going to be one of his best. “Best Friend’ 
(2011) is a luxurious blend of mauve and pink (more mauve 
in the standards, giving the suggestion of a “dark top”) with 
orange beards tipped lavender (almost a raspberry effect). 
Impeccable form with a sophisticated satin texture. Co- 
released this year by Rockytop Gardens and Stout Gardens. 

With each of these hobbyist hybridizers, you found 
a theme running throughout this article, didn’t you? 
The common denominators were a self-critical eye for 
quality in their work, insistence on “gardenability” and 
“srowability,” and distinctiveness in some form or fashion. 
Consequently, each has only released a few introductions, 
those select seedlings that made the final cut in the scrutiny 
of the hybridizer’s evaluation. % 
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‘Clouds of Glory’ (Richardson, 2005) 
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‘Voltaire's Cloak’ (Nicodemus, 2005) 


Photo: B. Nicodemus 
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‘Sweet Mei’ (Fan, 2000) ‘Legacy of Lace’ (Nicodemus, 2007) 
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Selling irises at a local farmers’ market can be a solution for what to do with all your extra irises as they increase 
beyond your needs. It can also be socially and financially rewarding as well, and can help to bring many new members 


into your local AIS affiliate. This is our sixth year of selling at the farmers’ market, and each year | learn more about how 
to do it well. For the first four years, we sold just the bareroot rhizomes in July and August when they were divided, 


using pictures to show what the flowers looked like. Then last year, we figured out a way to take actual blooms to the 


market for pre-ordering the rhizomes, and as you might expect, people just couldn’t say no when they saw and smelled 
the fabulous blooms! Most of them had no idea that modern irises had become so beautiful! This article will explore the 


ins and outs of offering irises for sale at a local farmers’ market. 


Marketing Bareroot Rhizomes 

Since most of you will probably begin with bareroot 
sales from dividing your irises, Pll discuss that market 
first. You will need good photos of your cultivars. 
Pricing is based on supply and demand. 

I price my irises from $1 for “mystery irises” 
(varieties that I don’t have accurate IDs for or that 
I’ve lost track of) up to $25 for the newer or more 
popular ones. I don’t care what others charge for 
their irises—if I have a really popular iris that I sell 
out of each year, the price remains the same until I 
can get ahead of the demand. Then the price drops 
the next year. 

Prepare a price list and stick to it for the whole season. 
The only exception I make is if I run a special, but it 
will still be based on the original price with a percentage 
discount or a fixed amount off (such as $2 off). 


Pictures are an absolute necessity! 

Select the best pictures you have; the better the picture, 
the better your irises will sell. I sold them on eBay a 
couple of years ago (before it became overly competitive) 
and found that my auctions brought considerably more 
than others’ auction for the same cultivar. I attributed the 
increased price to the excellent pictures I had. 

I use digital photos because they’re the easiest to work 
with. I crop them to exclude unnecessary background 
and then resize them to fit about six on an 8⁄2” x 11” page 
with their names. Your photos should be good photos of 
individual blooms and if appropriate, nice bloom stalks or 
single clumps. You'll find that most people really don’t care 
about the names or who hybridized them, but I do label the 
pictures with the names. Put the pages in some kind of binder 
with plastic sheet protectors to make a catalog for customers 
to browse through. I found that it helps to put stickers with 
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the price on the picture over the plastic sheet protector so 
they can be peeled off and changed from year to year. It is 
helpful to have an extra binder or two, so people waiting in 
line can also browse through them while waiting. 


Rhizomes should be cleaned, groomed, 
trimmed, labeled and treated. 

Many people remark about how clean my irises are. In 
addition to trimming off about two-thirds of the foliage, I 
remove all dead and dying foliage and dead, brown, roots 
leaving only the healthy, new, white roots. Removing all 
dead and dying debris also helps to eliminate nooks and 
crannies where insects, borer eggs and disease can hide. 
Pve found pockets of rot and even an iris borer in fans 
I got from others; they had been obscured by the dead, 
brown foliage that was left on the plant, and only became 
visible because I had groomed it accordingly. 

Be 100% sure that the name you put on your fans is 
accurate! You want to build a good reputation, so take 
extra measures to be sure it is what you say it is. Keep a 
map of your plantings and check it against your labels and 
the flowers when they are in bloom. Double check when 
you are digging the fans. Dig one clump at a time and label 
each fan as soon as it is dug or put all fans in a bag labeled 
with the name so you can label them later. If you aren’t 
totally sure about the identity, don’t guess. Replant it to 
bloom next year or sell it as a “mystery iris.” 

Many people treat their irises with a 1:10 bleach 
solution (one part bleach to 10 parts water), soaking them 
for 15 minutes, and then rinsing them off. However, I 
don’t like to use such toxic products, so I soak them for 
15 minutes in biodegradable Shaklee Basic-G germicide/ 
fungicide. At 1 tablespoon to a gallon of water, it’s very 
economical to use and addresses a myriad of maladies. 
Please take efforts to treat your fans before they leave your 
property! A happy customer is your best advertisement, 
so you don’t want their irises to rot after planting. I also 
groom and treat every new iris that I purchase, just in 
case it’s bringing along something I don’t want. 

There are many ways to carry your irises to market— 
boxes, bags, trays, etc. However, you likely won’t sell 
all of your rhizomes in one day. I want mine to stay as 
fresh as possible so they will last in good condition from 
week to week until they are sold. Tve kept rhizomes 
fresh for up to six weeks or more by keeping them in 
clear plastic shoeboxes from the dollar store. I dry the 
treated fans for two days in a shady location and then 
place them into the boxes, labeled on the end with the 
cultivar(s) inside. If they are properly dried before 
putting them in the boxes, kept in the shade and not 
packed too tightly, I have not had a problem with them 
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getting moldy. If they 
are not dry enough when 
they are boxed, you will 
see condensation form 
on the inside of the box, 
alerting you that they 
need to be dried out 
more. After a few weeks, 
you might 
refresh your fans. Simply 
trim the brown tips and 
remove any dead leaves. 

I leave the fans in the 
boxes at the market except 


want to 


for a few especially nice 
ones that I display on my 
table to draw people in 
to my booth. I will also display trays of the inexpensive 
irises on the ground just under the edge of the table with 
signs that say $1, $2 or $3 to help draw people in to look 
at the more expensive ones. When a customer picks out 
an iris from my photos, I simply retrieve it from the 
stack of boxes. 


Taking Orders from Fresh Flowers 

If you can figure out a way to get cut flowers to the 
market for pre-ordering rhizomes which will be dug in 
the summer, you'll generate considerably more sales. 
Last year I tried three different approaches before I 
hit the jackpot. The first week, I took wine bottles to 
display them in, but it took a lot of time to set them up. 
Even worse, it was a windy day and they kept going 
down like dominoes! I had water and broken flowers 
everywhere! The next week, I bought big cookie jars and 
made arrangements in them. They didn’t blow over, but 
it was time consuming, tricky to transport and the irises 
in the back didn’t get seen. 

I knew I had to come up with a better way to display 
them individually and remembered some pictures I had 
seen from a show where the stalks were displayed in 
PVC tubing mounted on a block of wood. Realizing 
that individual stands like I saw in the pictures would 
also blow over, I designed a three-tiered “rack” with 
PVC tubes that I could lift by myself into a trailer we 
had. I employed a local woodworker to build two of the 
racks and mount the PVC caps in a zigzag pattern on 
each shelf and then inserted 12” tubes tightly into the 
caps. (I had checked beforehand to be sure they would 
hold water without being glued in, because I wanted 
to be able to disassemble the tubes and use the racks to 
hold the shoeboxes later on.) I put about 4” of water in 


each tube, loaded a rack in the back of the pickup and drove to 
the iris patch. As each stalk was cut, it was placed into a tube. 
When it was full, the rack was lifted out of the truck and into 
the trailer—so easy! When we got to the market, I simply lifted 
the racks out, set them in place and was set up in no time! 

It definitely made for an eye-catching display! It was the 
talk of the market that day. One lady came up to me and said 
she could smell the flowers all the way down at the other end 
of the market. People couldn’t help but stop, if only to admire 
all of the beautiful irises and many pre-ordered irises that they 
hadn’t planned on buying, simply for a lack of self control! 
Customers who had bought irises in previous years from my 
photo catalogs said it was a much better way to sell them. 

By the time I came up with my rack last year, I only had 
two weeks of bloom left. This year I had them for the whole 
season. However, they were a bit of overkill for the dwarfs. 
Because I had only a few of those, I simply took a board and 
mounted 15 PVC caps on it and placed shorter tubes in them 
for the median irises the first couple of weeks. The board idea 
would be a better solution for those with fewer irises or without 
a trailer to transport them in. It would fit in a car, SUV, or even 
in a pickup truck directly behind the cab where it is protected 
from the wind if you don’t have to go too far. It would even be 
an easier way to transport your irises to a show! 

I take orders ona triplicate order book with a 50% deposit. I 
give the customer a receipt with their order, keep one for myself 
and have one copy to put in their order when it is delivered. 
When the irises are ready to be dug, I call the customers and set 
up a date for them to pick up their plants at the market (unless 
the customer is from out of town and has paid 100% up front 
plus shipping costs). I dig the irises a day or two before they’re 
delivered to ensure freshness and collect the balance due when 
they pick them up. One of the nice things about selling irises 
this way is that you get contact information for a database you 
can use to send out newsletters and notices, or to contact people 
about joining the AIS or your local club. 


Flyers 

Printing flyers will help to draw in customers and sell your 
irises. I have some displayed in clear, hard plastic sheet holders 
and some in soft plastic sheet protectors that lie on the table. 
I put together some specials to attract buyers, and I also run 
“overstock specials” with discounts up to 50% off for collections 
and mass plantings, which I offer for many of the older ones that 
have multiplied beyond belief! Everybody loves a bargain—take 
advantage of that. 

Flyers are more important for rhizome sales, because 
most people will be too busy looking at your fresh blooms to 
take notice of the flyers. It is helpful to give people as much 
information as you can so they can consider their options while 
you're helping another customer. 
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I print out planting and growing instructions and give 
them out with orders so customers can prepare their beds 
ahead of time. I also give them out at rhizome sales. 

For fresh flower sales you will also need a receipt book, 
and for rhizome sales you'll need bags to put the purchased 
rhizomes in. Photos in stand-up frames to display on the table 
are helpful for selling rhizomes, and I have a small, battery- 
powered fan to help keep cool on the really hot days. 

Pm sure you'll come up with your own ideas and 
promotions, but I hope this information helps you to get 
started on a fun and rewarding way to share your beautiful 
irises and make new friends. If you come up with some 
more suggestions, I’d love to hear about them. 党 


Pat McNeal sells irises at her local farmers’? market 
and promotes the joy of irises in her Preston, Maryland 
community. She can be reached at thegood4all@verizon.net. 


Request For Guest Louisiana Irises 


The 2014 Society for Louisiana Iris Convention in New Orleans, La 


The Greater New Orleans Iris Society will 
host the Society for Louisiana Irises convention 
in New Orleans, La in April 2014. Hybridizers of 
Louisiana irises are invited to send rhizomes of recent 
introductions and seedlings under consideration for 
introduction. Please observe the following guidelines 
when sending guest irises as only officially submitted 
guest irises will appear in the convention booklet. Up 
to three rhizomes of each variety will be accepted from 


now until September 21, 2012. Please ship plants to: 
Joe Musacchia 
509 Linda Ann Ave. 


Gray, La. 70359 
Contacts are: 
Joe Musacchia, email: 1cajunjoe@comcast.net 
Patrick O’Connor, email: Patrick@zydecoirises.com 


The name of the variety or seedling number should 
be clearly marked on each rhizome. In addition, 
the following information should be included on a 
separate packing list: 

e Hybridizers name and address 
e Name or seedling number of the variety 
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e The height, color, and distinguishing features 
e Bloom season (E, M, or L) 
e Year of introduction (if applicable) 

The packing list should include the contributors 
email address to receive electronic confirmation 
of receipt. Absent an email address, a written 
confirmation will be mailed to contributors. 
If a guest seedling is later named, it will be the 
responsibility of the hybridizer to notify the Guest 
Iris Chairman by January 15, 2014. Contributors 
will be contacted for instructions by the Guest Iris 
Chairman shortly after the convention regarding 
deposition of plants. Failure to reply within 
two weeks of notification will be interpreted as 
permission to destroy all seedlings. Unclaimed 
registered varieties will remain in the public gardens 
where they are planted. The public gardens will be 
Longue Vue Gardens and the Sculpture Garden at 
City Park in New Orleans, La. Returns will be sent 
freight paid, except for foreign addresses. 

The Convention Committee and the owners of 
tour gardens will strictly adhere to the Code of Ethics 
as printed in the AIS Convention Handbook. % 


The Mexican shell flower or tiger flower, known 
botanically as Tigridia, hails from Mexico southward 
to Chile. In temperate climates, these plants are tender 
or half-hardy and grow from corms. Tigridia pavonia, 
although extremely variable, has showy blooms up to 
six inches across. The six, flaring, and often fiery colored 
segments join to form a cup-shaped flower, which 
commonly comes in orange to scarlet tones, profusely 
spotted, and blotched with yellow or crimson. Hybrids 
are available in shades of red, salmon, pink, yellow and 
white, usually with darker markings, including ‘Sunset 
in Oz’, a newer variety discovered by Ellen Hornig of 
the now defunct Seneca Hill Perennials nursery. The 
12- to 18-inch leaves are narrow and sword-like and 
flowering stems are often 18- to 30 inches long. Although 
individual blooms last only a day, each stem produces 
many buds which open in succession over a number of 
weeks, flowering in late summer. 

Mexican shell flowers increase via new offsets (called 
cormels) formed around the base of a flowering-sized 
corm. In the fall, well after flowering, lift the corms 
and stored in dry sand, sawdust, soil or vermiculite in a 
cool dry place taking care not to disturb the corms and 
cormels. In the spring, just before planting, gently lift the 
corms and divide them from their offsets. The old corms 
should be planted about two inches deep and the offsets 
about one-inch deep into fertile, well-drained soil in a 
sunny position, preferably sheltered from strong wind. 
Fertilizing enhances quality of flowering. In hot summer 


climates, select a position with afternoon shade. 

To grow in containers, plant six bulbs in an 8- or 
9-inch pot. Keep the newly potted corms at a temperature 
of 50 °F and water gently and lightly. After the corms 
have formed new roots and leaves have poked through 
the soil, increase the temperature to 55° F and water 
more generously. 

Well established Tigridia growing in the ground 

may require a thorough watering once a week. Diluted 
solutions of a complete, well-balanced fertilizer applied 
weekly or every 10 days are beneficial after the plants 
begin active growth. In mild climates where the ground 
doesn’t freeze, they may be left in the ground through 
winter. They should be divided every three or four years. 
Tigridia are quite easy to grow from seed and if sown 
early, seedlings may flower the same year. 
In warm, dry areas, red spider mites may plague Tigridia, 
causing yellow or whitish streaks on the leaves. An 
organic spray suitable for treating mites should be used 
if this occurs. 

For bold, celebratory splashes in borders or rock 
gardens, plant Mexican shell flowers in groups of ten or 
more. Interplanted with tulips or with clumps of spring- 
blooming irises, these delightful bulbs offer unbeatable 
follow-up color in summer. % 


Di Cox is a former president of the Iris Society of Australia 
and gardens in the World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains 
of New South Wales. 
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‘Adriatic Waves’ (Keppel, 2009) While some of 
the recent Keppel introductions domt seem to 
really like me a lot and pout rather than grow, this 
one grows well and produces a fine stem. I really 


like the wide, blocky form. 


| 


‘Engagement Ring’ (Ghio, 2011) This was very 
popular at the Spring Regional/TBIS meeting 
with its lovely color pattern. It’s new, so still a bit 
expensive for me to add it to my collection now 
that I have tightened my belt in retirement. 
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‘Broadband’ (Tasco, 2002) This one is really 
growing on me. While not as flashy for color as 
some of Rick’s other introductions, it does have 
very nice, wide form. Another interesting thing 
about the variety is that it can produce good and 
wide warm-toned plicata seedlings when crossed 
to brownish plicatas. 


<= zi 
‘Genealogy’ (T. Johnson, 2008) The parentage 
indicates this is from a yellow amoena and a blue 
neglecta. The result is quite pleasing and a better 
approach to a brown-toned bitone, a color range 
rare in many iris gardens today. 


qi a > 
‘Jerico Springs’ (Nicodemus, 2010) This is not just 
another neglecta—the texture veining on the falls 


sets ‘Jerico Springs’ apart from the rest. I liked it 
best this year of all the new things that I grew. 


| Fam oa | 
‘Magical’ (Ghio, 2008) Both last year and this 
year, I have been very impressed with this creamy 
pink that has wonderful branching and bud 
count. There is some talk, prematurely, of course, 
that this iris might be Dykes Medal-quality. 


Favorite 
Irises 


BY BRYCE WILLIAMSON, CALIFORNIA 


Dykes Medal-winning hybridizer Bryce 
Williamson shares 10 of his favorite tall 
bearded irises seen this spring on garden 
tours in California. He can be reached at 
bmw95009@gmail.com. 


Since my retirement, I have scaled back the 
number of irises I grow, and I find that I enjoy 
each one more now. I now have time to really 
evaluate the varieties that I think are lovely. I also 
had time to visit a number of iris gardens this year, 
including Sutton’s, Superstition, the Probst-Trio 
garden, Fred Kerr’s garden, and Napa Country 
Iris. Finally, I went to the American Iris Society’s 
spring Region 14 Meeting in Aptos, CA held in 
conjunction with the Tall Bearded Iris Society 
(TBIS). I took photos of some of my favorite irises 
in these gardens this spring, and here they are. 

I am a huge proponent of visiting other iris 
gardens. The wise gardener should try to get out 
and see what irises look like before buying them. 
As always, these favorites represent a snapshot of 
the season, and I am sure had I had visited a week 
later, I would have found others that I liked at least 
as much. Next spring, make a plan to visit local iris 
gardens in search of your new favorite irises. % 


Bryce Williamson is an tris hybridizer and won the 


Dykes Medal for ‘Jesse’s Song’ in 1990. He is a regular 
contributor to the AIS Blog “World of Irises. ” 
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‘Mardi Gras Rose’ (G. Sutton, 2012) If I were 
still buying introductions, this would have been 
on the must-have list. It is not a knock-you-dead 
color, but rather an elegant, soft lavender-rose 
affair. The stalks have wide branching, lots of 


4 buds, and boast shapely flowers. 


F 


‘Spice Trader’ (J. Painter, 2010) Browns seem to 

be out of fashion, but I really liked this in the early 
garden. Itis very bright and colorful, and it was not 
showing any frost damage in its home garden despite 
a late frost there, so it may be good for colder areas. 
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‘Magical Realism’ (Williamson, 2008) Yes, one of 
my own creations. This almost did not survive— 
out of 3000 seedlings, disease reduced the 
numbers to around 60. It was blooming at the end 
of a row, and I selected it on a whim. Each year it 
gets better, and I love the color contrast, but then 
I have had a love affair with red-black colors ever 


\ since Plough»s ‘Study in Black’ (1968). 


‘Strawberry Frosting’ (M. Sutton, 2010) This 
laced soft pink has impressed me two years in a 
row. Others have questioned whether the pale 
colors might fade out in warm areas, but I think it 
is lovely, as you can see here. 


Irises On Ice 


"P 
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‘Charlene Strawn’ (Strawn, 1996) 


Louisiana irises belong to the series Hexagonae 
of the genus Iris. The series consists of five species: Iris 
hexagona, I. giganticaerulea, I. nelsonii, I. fulva, and I. 
brevicaulis, all of which are native to a limited area of 
the Gulf Coast ranging from Florida to eastern Texas. 
Two of those five species, I. fulva and I. brevicaulis grow 
northward up the Mississippi River valley, as far north as 
southern Illinois in the case of I. fulva. Iris brevicaulis, 
the northern most of the five species has a native range 
extending into southern Canada. 

Except for Iris brevicaulis, the other four species 
are semi-aquatic. Iris brevicaulis has sometimes been 
called the pasture iris, because it often grows in drier 
upland localities. Also, unlike the other four species, 7. 
brevicaulis is subject to late summer dormancy, which 
in my opinion is an evolutionary survival strategy for 
a plant of semi-aquatic origins, enabling the species to 
inhabit dry, drought-prone, upland environments. 

[have found colonies of both 17zs fulva and I. brevicaulis 
across southern Illinois. Iris fulva is not commonin southern 
Illinois, existing today in only a few wetland locations. 
While I. fulva may be somewhat abundant in those few 
locations, it is still found only in southern Illinois and not 
throughout the rest of the state. Colonies of 7. brevicaulis 
are much more abundant, and in some locations, colonies 
may consist of as many as eighty to one-hundred individual 
clumps varying in size from two to ten feet in diameter, 


lris brevicaulis collected from southern Illinois. 


BY STEVE POOLE, ILLINOIS 
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Crossing Iris brevicaulis with pollen 
from ‘Charlene Strawn’. 


apparently a product of seed distribution, although colonies 
of two to three clumps are more typical. 

According to Jerry and Melody Wilhoit, who live in the 
east central town of Kansas, Illinois, [vis fulva is not known 
today from central Illinois, some two hundred miles north 
of my location; however, I suspect that at one time in the 
not too distant past, I. fulva was native to central Illinois. 
I base my opinion on a wild Louisiana iris collected by 
Jerry and Melody during the 1980s from Clark County, 
Illinois, an east central county. I refer to their selection as 
the “Wilhoit Louisiana iris collection.” They report that 
they found only two clumps of a reddish purple Louisiana 
iris growing within a few hundred feet of each other in 
Clark County. They collected rhizomes from one of the 
two clumps, which they still grow in their garden today. 
The Wilhoit Louisiana collection has a flower and bloom 
stalk which closely resemble in color, form, and bloom stalk 
characteristics, Iris fulvala as described by W. R. Dykes in 
The Genus Iris. Iris fulvala was a seedling produced by 
Dykes when he crossed 7. brevicaulis [syn. I. foliosa] and I. 
fulva. It may well be that the Wilhoit Louisiana collection is 
the product of a wild cross between those same two species, 
the offspring of that wild cross surviving when one of the 
two parents, I. fulva, no longer exists in that habitat. 

All of my life I have been and continue to be a tall 
bearded iris grower (I received my first tall bearded iris as 
a gift for my 8th birthday in 1957). However, the Louisiana 
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irises have recently become one of my gardening passions. 
During the mid to late 1970s, I began to investigate and study 
the Iris brevicaulis populations in a wetland habitat just west 
of Harrisburg, Illinois, about fifteen miles west of where 
I live today in Eldorado. One year in the late 1970s, while 
I. brevicaulis was blooming in late May, I donned my hip 
boots, braved the water moccasins, and tromped over about 
a hundred acres bordering a large open wetland pond for the 
purpose of collecting some 7. brevicaulis in anticipation of 
one day utilizing those collections for future hybridizing. 
After three to four days in the sweltering heat, I finally chose 
three different clumps from which I collected rhizomes. My 
choices were based on growth and size of the wild clumps, 
flower color, shape and size, and the drier habitat locations. 

Those collections were planted in my garden in a 
location where I would normally grow sweet corn, green 
beans, or squash. It was my thinking that Iris brevicaulis 
native to southern Illinois might be more cold and 
drought resistant than I. brevicaulis native to the Deep 
South, which had been used on a limited basis in the 
early development of the modern Louisiana cultivars. 

Through the years, only one of the collections 
prospered in my garden. That was exactly what I was 
looking for—natural selection for a southern Illinois 
Iris brevicaulis with a nice flower that could survive 
in a normal vegetable garden without any special 
consideration or attention. Yes, the surviving collection 
does go completely dormant in late summer with no 
apparent or surviving foliage, rhizomes exposed to the 
blazing sun with no sunscald, and no natural or artificial 
water, sometimes for up to three months (this part of 
southern Illinois is prone to real mid- to late summer 
droughts). I think this qualifies as a good garden subject 
as far as Louisiana irises go. 

Just as a sad or perhaps fortuitous note to this 
collection history, the intermediate wetland habitat from 
which I collected those Iris brevicaulis rhizomes in the 
1970s is today totally overgrown by the water grass 
known as Phragmites, an extremely competitive and 
invasive plant which has since colonized, and by virtue 
of its domination of the habitat, killed all of the wild 
colonies of J. brevicaulis at that collection site. The only 
irises surviving today from that site live in my garden. 

Collecting an Iris brevicaulis of wild provenance 
from southern Illinois which could withstand rigorous 
neglect and thrive was stage one of my anticipated 
Louisiana iris breeding program. Stage two was to 
identify and/or select a modern Louisiana iris cultivar 
with large flowers, vigorous growth, and little or no Z. 
brevicaulis ancestry to serve as the pollen parent for the 
cross with my collected, native wild species. Ultimately, 
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with the advice and help of Jerry and Melody Wilhoit, 
and after growing quite a collection of modern Louisiana 
cultivars, I chose ‘Charlene Strawn’ (Strawn, 1996). 

The cross between my wild Iris brevicaulis and 
‘Charlene Strawn’ was made in May of 2008 (cross# JJ-16). 
I used Iris brevicaulis as the pod parent. To prepare flowers 
for pollination, the falls and stamens were removed just as 
the flowers opened and before pollen was shed to prevent 
accidental self pollination. All other buds in the bloom 
sockets were removed. The cross resulted in seventeen seed 
pods. When the pods ripened in late August of that year, I 
harvested 493 seeds. The fresh seeds were placed in a plastic 
bag and soaked for three days in a solution of water and the 
fungicide Maneb, after which they were planted in ten-inch 
pots. Germination began on October 13, 2008, forty eight 
days post-harvest. Germination continued throughout the 
following months, finally ending in August 2009. A total 
of 123 seedlings germinated. As the seedlings germinated, 
I transplanted them into their own individual pots to allow 
for better growth and root development. The seedlings 
were maintained in a greenhouse over the winter. 

And now the ice storm! The greenhouse where I 
maintained the seedlings was the Hardin County High 
School agriculture department greenhouse. School was 
cancelled on January 26, 2009 due to a major ice storm. 
That storm caused widespread damage and power outages 
across Missouri, southern Illinois, and western Kentucky. 
School did not reconvene until February 9, 2009. Even 
though power was restored to the school by February 5, 
no one thought to check the greenhouse, which remained 
without power or heat. According to Joe Hamon, a 
local National Weather Service observer, the outside 
temperatures hovered in the mid-teens at night, reaching 
a low of 4 °F on February 5 with highs during the day 
in the upper twenties (he provided me with the official 
minimum and maximum recordings for that time period). 

When I returned to school on February 9, I was 
prepared, as best as one can be prepared, for the worst. In 
the greenhouse the geraniums were dead, as were the aloe, 
airplane plants, and on and on. No plants in the greenhouse 
survived the freeze except for the Louisiana seedlings. Two 
seedlings did suffer a tiny amount of tip damage to the 
tender central leaf of the fan, otherwise no damage. With 
heat restored to the greenhouse, the seedlings resumed 
growth as normal. After that Monday morning I began to 
refer to those tough little seedlings as the “irises on ice.” % 


Steve Poole is a retired high school science teacher and 
avid iris hybridizer. He conducts experiments and tests 
his hypotheses in his home garden in Eldorado, Illinois. 
He can be reached at gspoole@orchidsofozark.com. 
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. One of the two year old JJ-16 seedling clumps May 2011. 
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. Some of the JJ-16 seedlings after the February 2009 ice storm. 
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Japanese irises properly known as Iris ensata 
(USDA Zones 4-9) are placed in the series Laevigatae 
together pseudacorus, I. 


versicolor, and |. virginica, all of which are commonly 


with Iris laevigata, I. 


referred to as water-loving irises. Some of these irises 
can and do thrive with their rhizomes below the water 
surface. Generally, 7. ensata which naturally grows at the 
edge of a waterway will suffocate and die if its crown 
is submerged or inundated with water for long periods 
of time. However, optimum growth depends on the 
crown and root zone being constantly moist from spring 
through summer. Depending on your soil and weather, 
one to two inches of water per week will usually suffice. 

Japanese irises grow best in slightly acidic soils, 
rich in organic matter, with a pH of 5.8 to 6.8, favoring 
clay loam-based soils, which tend to be rich in essential 
minerals. However, clay loams are usually too tight and 
compacted, which leads to plants starving for oxygen. 
Tilling clay loams can to a depth of 10 to 14 inches, and 
adding compost, preferably 20-30% by volume will 
effectively loosen the soils and make them more amenable 
to growing Japanese irises. Repeating this procedure at 
every transplanting will lead to greater success too. 

The following year after planting into a rich blend of 
composted soil, you will probably need to side dress with 
a slow-released commercial fertilizer of 10-5-5 or well- 
composted manure in the early spring and again right 
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Japanese Irises 
Demystified 


BY CHAD HARRIS, WASHINGTON 


after bloom. Because of heavy watering, extra nitrogen 
is usually needed. Japanese iris specialists often lightly 
apply 21-0-0, watering deeply just before and after the 
application so as to not burn the plants. 

Iris ensata requires a minimum of six hours of direct 
sun light to bloom properly. In maritime climates, the 
plant will bloom and grow well in full sun. However, in 
warmer areas, high filtered shading during the heat of the 
afternoon will certainly help preserve the later part of 
the flowering season. This suggestion would also apply a 
plant grown in an enclosed garden space, deck, or patio 
area with any reflective heat. 

Understanding the growth habit of Iris ensata is half 
the battle of growing this large plant successfully in the 
garden. Unlike its close related relatives, whose rhizomes 
spread out horizontally looking for new soil to root in, 
I. ensata rhizomes grow vertically in the soil, stacking 
up each year on top of each other. This growth habit 
by the third and fourth year can place the crown of the 
plant well above the soil line, making it difficult to keep 
moist. By the fourth year the new rhizomes become 
overcrowded, smaller and weaker and with no new soil 
for the rhizomes to root in, the plant usually starts to 
perish. However, this is not true with all varieties, as 
some seem to thrive longer, while others need to be 
divided every two years. Still, a good rule of thumb is 
to lift the plant, divide, discard the old rhizomes, root 


ball, and soil every three or four years and plant back 
into newly amended soils. Mulching your plantings can 
be very beneficial, as this helps to keep the soil cool and 
evenly moist and will suppress weed growth. A yearly 
top-dressing of well-composted manure will also benefit 
your plants. 

Winter time cleanup is made easy with a serrated 
bread knife, cutting the foliage back to within four to 
six inches of the ground. It is best not to wait for spring 
to do this, but before the snow collapses the foliage over 
the crown of the plant, thus eliminating a winter hiding 
home for voles, probably the most destructive pest of 
Japanese irises. One or two of these rodents can decimate 
or totally destroy several crowns in a garden setting. 
Other pests of Iris ensata (besides the occasional bird 
that will land atop the tall bloom stalks) include slugs, 
snails, iris borer, and thrips. These pests can be regional, 
and it is best to contact your local iris club or agricultural 
extension agent on the best method to deal with them. 

This all may seem like a lot of work, but to see a 
healthy two- or three-year old crown of Iris ensata with 
lush foliage in full magnificent bloom is well worth 
the effort and a sight to behold. Many find container 
cultivation, practiced in Japan for centuries, to be easier, 
but it often results in fewer blooms per plant. However, 
for best results, use a one- or two-gallon poly container 
(or larger) filled with a blend of compost and peat-based 
potting mix and some slow released acid base fertilizer 
such as Osmocote®. Plant single or double rhizomes just 
one-inch deep and water daily along with your bonsai 
collection or place in a tray of shallow water to keep it 
constantly moist. Shield the container from direct sun 
so as not to overheat the roots and rhizomes. At Mt. 
Pleasant Iris Farm, we have found that by placing the 


Composted manure at every 


transplanting. 


Year three crown is above soil line. 


poly container inside a slightly larger, heavy ceramic 
or clay container will accomplish this very well. The 
ceramic container and the poly container need to have 
drainage holes at the bottom, so the water can drain and 
not drown the plant. We have found with this double 
potting method, even in the hot summer sun, that the 
inside poly container and soil remains cool, while the 
ceramic container is warm to the touch. 

This method of displaying your Japanese irises can 
be very decorative using different shaped and colored 
containers. You can strategically place these containers 
within the garden, on the patio, or deck, or in a water 
feature, as long as only the bottom one or two inches of 
the container is submerged. Remember that the rhizome 
of the plant needs to be above the water line to survive. A 
larger, heavier decorative container (with drainage holes) 
could also hold a larger five gallon or several one- or 
two-gallon poly containers. This could easily be elevated 
in the center of a koi pond, not only keeping the fish out, 
but also deterring the raccoons from digging and tipping 
over the poly containers held within it. 

Some gardeners have chosen to grow large collections 
of Iris ensata in poly containers placed in a child’s wading 
pool. Though not very sightly, if you choose this method, 
drill several holes around side and two to three inches from 
the bottom of the pool. This will ensure the water level stays 
below the rhizome to prevent suffocation and drowning. 

Another method to keep the plants well hydrated is 
illustrated on the back of Kamo’s floral photo poster of 
Tris ensata Number 1 from Japan. The illustration shows 
4” x 4” or 6” x 6” timbers laid down and supporting a 
poly liner. A thin layer of sand or pea gravel is laid down 
to support the containers and then flooded creating a 
large tray of water. Heavy rains or irrigation would then 


Place poly containers holding irises in heavy 


ceramic containers to shield plant roots from sun. 
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just flow over the timbers before reaching the level of the 
rhizomes in the containers. I can envision a very formal 
or informal garden setting with an inexpensive structure 
like this, lined with river rock to hide the poly liner and 
timbers. Soften the edges with ferns, lilies, daylilies, 
and other perennials or shrubs. Add some well-chosen 
decorative containers to hide the poly containers, and 
add a selection of your favorite Japanese irises. In winter 
the foliage of I. ensata would be cut back to four or six 
inches, the poly container lifted from the decorative 
container or shallow pool, buried and heavily mulched 
out in the garden to winter over. The decorative container 
would be brought in out of the weather to protect from 
freeze damage. In milder winter areas both containers 
and plant could winter over in the open garden. 

In the spring when new growth begins, a light 
application of fertilizer is added to the potted plants 
and watered in. This can be a completely water soluble, 
acid-based or a special dry formulation made for pot 
culture. Within one to two weeks after flowering, cut 
the entire plant back to six or eight inches. Lift the plant 
from the container discarding the potting soil. Washing 
the rhizome will clearly let you see where to make your 
divisions. Following the central spent bloom stem down 
to the old rhizome (this is what you will discard) you 
should see one to two new increases starting to form on 


E 


Lush fountain foliage Upright foliage 


each side. Cut and separate your new plants from the old 
rhizome and roots, repotting each individual new start 
into separate containers filled with fresh new potting 
soil. By the end of the summer the new plants will be 
back up to blooming strength for next year. 

Either planted in the garden or in a container, Iris 
ensata will give you great foliage and a magnificent 
display of flowers in the early summer landscape, if the 
requirements of frequent division and rich, moist acidic 
soil are met. Give a cultivar or two a try and see for 
yourself why the Japanese for centuries have held this 
plant in such high esteem. 


Chad Harris along with his partner Dale Grams are 
co-proprietors of Mt. Pleasant Iris Farm in Washougal, 
Washington, a nursery specializing in Japanese irises. Chad 
also serves on the board of directors of the Society for Japanese 
Irises. He can be reached at chadharris@prodigy.net. 
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Donations to AIS 


February 1, 2012 - April 30, 2012 


IN MEMORY OF FUND CODE 
BOB SMITH (NE) 

Lincoln Iris Society (NE) AISG 
JEAN BOSSIER (CA) 

San Fernando Valley Iris Society (CA) AISG 
RITA GORMLEY (FL) 

Show Me Iris Society (MO) AISG 
LAUREL ANDERSON (MO) 

Show Me Iris Society (MO) AISG 
GEORGE GERHARDT (PA) 

Pittsburgh Iris & Daylily Soc (PA) AISG 
STORMY SANDQUIST (NM) 

Santa Fe Iris Society (NM) AISG 
YVONNE BROWN (CA) 

Hi Desert Iris Society (CA) AISG 
JIM CRAIG (OR) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
IRIS SASS (OR) 

Ron Crampton (NE) GEN 

Greater Omaha Iris Society (NE) GEN 
ALLAN ENSMINGER (NE) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
E. ROY EPPERSON (NC) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
RITA GORMLEY (FL) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
CHARLES JENKINS (AZ) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
JILL MCGRAW (CA) 

Clara B. Rees Iris Society (CA) R&S 
CARL BOSWELL (CA) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
BILL AND BETTY HARRIS (OR) 

Pecos Valley Iris Society (NM) R&S 
GLEN CORLEW (CA) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
TOVA JOHNSON (SD) 

Signey Claussen (SD) GEN 
AVERY POLING (AZ) 

Brad & Kathie Kasperek (UT) GEN 
ALLAN MARKS (NE) 

Sharon Taake (NE) GEN 
DOROTHY GOBLE (CA) 

Clara B. Rees Iris Society (CA) R&S 


IN HONOR OF FUND CODE 
MARILYN HARLOW MARYOTT (CA) 
Mike Bernard (CA) GEN 
GIFTS 
North Shore Iris and Daylily Society (IL) R&S 
Region 13 of the AIS R&S 
Oregon Trails Iris Society (OR) LIB 
Santa Fe Iris Society (NM) INS 


AIS DONATION FUND CODES: 
The AIS Foundation 

LIB = Library Fund 

R&S= Research & Scholarship 
GEN=Foundation General Fund 


The AIS 

CCYA = Clark Cosgrove Youth Award Fund 
AISG = AIS General Fund 

GYF = General Youth Fund 

INS = AIS Insurance Defrayment 
100thANNIV = AIS 100th Anniversary Fund 


HOW TO MAKE YOUR DONATION 

TO ONE OF THE AIS FUNDS 

e Due to changes in the AIS Foundation’s tax reporting 
requirements, please make ALL checks payable to 

THE AIS FOUNDATION. 

e Mail to: Gary E. White 

AIS Foundation Sec/Treas 

701 Old Cheney Road 

Lincoln, NE 68512-1168 

e Clearly identify on a separate piece of paper: 

1. The recipient of the memorial or honor. 

2. The AIS Fund to which you wish the donation 
to be credited. Your donation will be reallocated 
to the AIS Fund you specify even though you are 
making your check out to the AIS Foundation. 

3. The name of person, persons, or organization donation. 

4. The address of person(s) to notify that a 
donation has been made. 


www.aisfoundation.org "y 
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STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Affiliations: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, Roy, Utah 84067; 
(801)644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com> 

Affiliate Liaison: Jody Nolin, 5184 Country Road 20, Rushsylvania, OH 
43347; (614)507-0332; <affiliatesliaison@irises.org> 

Awards: Gerry Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
(928)282-5867; <AISsymposium@irises.org> 

Bulletin Advertising: Bob Keup, 826 Main Rd; Phippsburg, ME 04562; 
(207)389-1043; <RA Keup@aol.com> 

Calendar: Terry Aitken, 608 NW 119 St., Vancouver, WA 98685; 
(360)573-4472; <AIScalendar@irises.org> 

Convention Liaison: Paul W. Gossett, 1502 South Boulder Avenue, Apt. 
#12B, Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918)853-6204; <AISconvliaison@irises.org> 
Donations Secretary: Lynn Williams, 25415 Salmon Place, Willits, CA 
95490; (707)456-0371: <AISdonationssec@irises.org> 

Electronic Services & Website: John I. Jones, 35572 Linda Drive, 
Fremont, CA 94536-1523; (510)795-9723; <A ISelectronicsvcs@irises.org> 
Exhibitions Committee: 

Schedules: Lois Rose, P.O. Box 30, Partlow , VA 22534; (540)582-5799; 
<lowy222@aol.com>; Supplies: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, 
Roy, UT 84067; (801)644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com>; Show Reports: 
Karen and Ray Jones, 106 Harold Court, Winchester, VA 22062; 
(540)542-1620; <ramonandkaren@verizon.net> 

Foundation Liaison: Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln, 

NE, 68512; (402)421- 6394; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 

Honorary Awards: Jeanne Clay Plank, 9252 Hoopa Drive, Kelseyville, 
CA 95451; (707)277-0357; <AIShonoraryawards@irises.org> 

Iris Program Resources (Speakers): Dana Brown, 1506 S. Aspen Ave., 
Lubbock, TX 79403; (806)746-6002; <AISirisprogramspeakers@irises.org> 
Iris Resources-Digital Programs/Slides: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; (559)683-0447; <AISimages@irises.org> 
Insurance: Michelle Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
(928)282-5867; <AIS @irises.org> 

Judges: Judy Keisling, 12119 Missouri Route A, Liberty, MO 
64068-8114; (816)792-1848; <AISjudges@irises.org> 

Judges Handbook Revision Committee: Jim Morris; 682 Huntley 
Heights, Ballwin, MO 63021; (636)256-3927; 
<AISJudgesHandbookG@irises.org> 

Library: Dave Silverberg, 32009 S. Ona Way, Molalla, OR 
97038-9244; (503)829-2928; <sil1812@molalla.net> 

National Collections, Display & Test Gardens: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, 
Roxboro, NC 27574; (336)597-8805; <robertpries@embarqmail.com> 
Operations Manual: Jeanne Clay Plank, 9252 Hoopa Drive, Kelseyville, CA 
95451; (707)277-0357; <AISpolicyoperationsmn|@irises.org> 

Photo Contest: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 
(559)683-0447; <AISPhotoContest@irises.org> 

Public Relations and Marketing: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, Roxboro, 
NC 27574; (336)597-8805; <AISpublicrelationsmktg@irises.org> 

Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 
(919)870-8345; <irismom@nc.rr.com> 

Publications: Jody Nolin, 5184 Country Road 20, Rushsylvania, OH 
43347; (614)507-0332; <AISpublications@irises.org> 

Registrations: John I. Jones, 35572 Linda Drive, Fremont, CA 94536- 
1523; (510)795-9723; <AISregistrar@irises.org> 

RVP Counselor: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, 
CA 91351; (661)252-6771; <AISRVPcounselor@irises.org> 

RVP Representative: Hugh Stout, 432 NE 79th St., Oklahoma City, OK 
73105; (405)843-7130; <hugh@stoutgardens.com> 
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Scientific Advisory: Kelly D. Norris; (712)621-5399; 
<AISscientificadvisory@irises.org> 

Section and Cooperating Society Liaison: Jim Morris, 682 Huntley 
Heights, Ballwin, MO 63021; (636)256-3927; <A ISsectionliaison@irises.org> 
Silent Auction: Debra Strauss, 2213 Hereford Blvd., Midland, TX 
79707-5012; (432)697-6340; <dkstrauss@swbell.net> 

Nick Stewart, 2808 NW 21st Place, Lawton, OK 73505-2114; 
(580)248-2755; <nicolstew7@yahoo.com> 

Social Media Manager: Andi Rivarola, Valley Glen, CA; 
<socialmedia@irises.org> 

Symposium: Gerry Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
(928)282-5867; <AISsymposium@irises.org> 

Tax Exemption Advisor: Bob Plank, 9252 Hoopa Drive, Kelseyville, CA 
95451; (707)277-0357; <AIStaxexemptionadvisor@irises.org> 

Youth: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, CA 
91351; (661)252-6771; <AlISyouth@irises.org> 


REGIONS & REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 

1: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Newfoundland/Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island: Norine Veal, 30 Franklin Park East, Rockville, 
CT 06066; 860-896-1910; <nsveal@aol.com> 

2: New York, Ontario, Quebec: Donna Lowry, 9660 Ridge Road, 
Brockport, NY 14420; 585-637-6025; <donnadonlowry@aol.com> 

3: Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey: George Boyce, 520 Dairy Rd, 
Palmerton, PA 18071-5923; 610-824-8198; <glenara@aol.com> 

4: Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
North Carolina: Don Rude, 1051 Nik Ryan Dr., Blacksburg, VA 
24060; 540-552-0373; <don.rude@comcast.net> 

5: South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Puerto Rico: Wayne Smith, 
2208 Greenoaks Road, Columbia, SC 29206-3510; 803-788-9358; 
<waynecjr@bellsouth.net> 

6: Ohio, Indiana and Michigan: Chuck Bunnell, 7941 Peshewa Dr, 
Lafayette, IN 47905; 765-296-6955; <whozher@mintel.net> 

7: Tennessee and Kentucky: Sue Ann Barnes, 205 Westwood, Jackson, 
TN 38301; 731-422-5253; <barnes-s@charter.net> 

8: Minnesota and Wisconsin: John Baker, 4601 CTH TT, Sun Prairie, 
WI 53590; 608-825-7423; <johnwbaker@frontier.com> 

9: Illinois: Margaret Kelly, 1708 Holiday Dr, Pekin, IL 61554-1925; 
309-347-8561; <kelly@grics.net> 

10: Louisiana: Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Road, Mooringsport, 
LA 71060-9057; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@dishmail.net> 

1: Idaho, Montana and Wyoming: Alverta Symes, 3029 River Bend Dr., 
Bonner, MT 59823-9740; 406-258-6649; <alvertas@montana.com> 

12: Utah: Lynn Hess, 565 S 700 W, Brigham City, UT 84302; 
435-723-2256; <irisman123@q.com> 

13: Washington, Oregon and Alaska, British Columbia, and Yukon: 
Dwayne Booth; 6117 150th Place SW, Edmonds, WA 98026-4121; 
206-205-5280; <dbooannl@msn.com> 

14: Northern California, Nevada and Hawaii: Jeanne Plank, 9252 Hoopa 
Dr., Kelseyville CA 95451; 707-277-0357; <PlankMail@aol.com> 

15: Southern California and Arizona: Winona Stevenson; 
8280 Entrada Blvd., Lake Isabella, CA 93240-9371; 760-378-3841; 
<lakesideiris@aol.com> 

17: Texas: Gordon Carver, 448 Azle Hwy., Weatherford, TX 76085-8451; 
817-594-4537; <gcarver@flash.net> 

18: Kansas and Missouri: Judy Eckhoff, 7911 S Yoder Rd., Haven, KS 
67543-8114; 620-662-8083; <judyec@kanokla.net> 


2o:Colorado: Lowell Baumunk; 10918 N. Sunshine Dr, Littleton, CO 
80125; 303-908-2450; <lbaumunk@iriscolorado.com> 

21: lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, NWT, Nunavut, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba: Ron Cosner, 328 Central Ave SE, Lemars, 
Iowa 51031; 712-546-7511; <keighley15@msn.com> 

22: Arkansas and Oklahoma: Hugh Stout, 432 NE 70th St., Oklahoma 
City, OK 73105-1210; 405-843-7130; stoutgarden@cox.net 

23: New Mexico: Frances Day, 33 Domingo Rd., Santa Fe, NM 
87508-8256; 505-466-8569; <chatmaison@comcast.net> 


24: Alabama and Mississippi: Essie Hollingsworth, 96 County Road 
1324, Vinemont, AL 35179; 256-737-9806; <mhholl@att.net> 


COOPERATING SOCIETIES 
(IST LINE = PRESIDENTS, 2ND LINE = MEMBERSHIPS) 


Aril Society International: 

Pat Toolan, P.O. Box 568, Angaston, S.A. 5353, Australia; 
<pattoolan@hotmail.com> 

Reita Jordan, 3500 Avenida Charada NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107; 
<sjordan@unm.edu> 

Society for Louisiana Irises: 

Bobbie Ann Hutchins, 10319 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060; 
<mizzzbobbie@aol.com> 

Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060; 
<retmiagt@dishmail.net> 

Tall Bearded Iris Society: 

Hugh Stout, 432 NE 70th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73105; 
<stoutgarden@cox.net> 

Ramona Howard, P. O. Box 6991, Lubbock, TX 79493; 
<rhoward3604@sbcglobal.net> 


AIS SECTIONS 
(IST LINE = PRESIDENTS, 2ND LINE = MEMBERSHIPS) 


Median Iris Society: 

Jean Morris, 682 Huntley Heights Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021; 
<morrisje1@aol.com> 

Nyla Hughes, 139 Parsons Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119; 
<nyla_h@att.net> 


Society for Siberian Irises: 


Harold Griffie, Box 315, Biglerville, PA 17307; <hgriffiel 8@yahoo.com> 
Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 


<ssimemsec@nc.rr.com> 

Spuria lris Society: 

Jim Hedgecock, Routel, Box 258, Gower, MO 64454-8613; 
<jim@comancheacresiris.com> 

Nancy Price, 32009 S. Ona Way, Molalla, OR 97038-9244; 
(503)829-2928; <flags@molalla.net> 

Society for Japanese Irises: 

Dennis Hager, PO Box 390, Millington, MD 21651; <hager@aredee.com> 
Jody Nolin, 5184 CTY RD 20, Rushsylvania OH 43347; 
<jody.nolin@gmail.com> 

Reblooming Iris Society: 

Dana Brown, 1506 S. Aspen Ave,. Lubbock, TX 79403; 
<ddbro@sbcglobal.net> 

Rose Kinnard, 1649 Madison 504, Fredericktown, MO 63645-8303; 
<RKinnard@minesmo.org>; website: www.rebloomingiris.com 
Society for Pacific Coast Native Irises: 

Debby Cole, 7417 92nd Place SE, Mercer Island, 

WA 98040; <dcthree@juno.com> 

Kathleen Sayce, PO Box 91 Nahcotta WA 98637-0091; 
<ksayce@willapabay.org> 

Species Iris Group of North America (SIGNA): 

Will Plotner, PO Box 250, Molalla, OR 97038-0250; <gardens@molalla.net> 
Rodney Barton, 3 Wolters Street, Hickory Creek, TX 75065; 
<rbarton@hsc.unt.edu> 

Dwarf Iris Society: 

Dorothy Willott, 26231 Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, OH 44122-7111; 
<dwiris@aol.com> 

Dave and Deb Miller, 61 Laconwood Drive, Springfield, Illinois, 
62712-8727; (217)529-8014; <Miller42@aol.com> 

Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS): 

Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Rd., Lincoln, NE 68512; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 
Judy Eckhoff, 7911 South Yoder Rd., Haven, KS 67543 
<judyec@kanokla.net> 


Section Membership Rates (contact information above): 
IF NOT NOTED, CONTACT SECTION FOR OVERSEAS POSTAGE RATES. 


Single Annual 
Aril Society International $17.50 
Lifetime membership $150.00 
Dwarf Iris Society $6.00 (youth 4.00) 
Historic Iris Preservation Society 10.00 


Median Iris Society 


(youth 4.00) 
Reblooming Iris Society $10.00 
Society for Japanese Iris $10.00 


Society for Louisiana Irises 


Single Triennial Dual Annual Dual Triennial 


50.50 21.00 (family) 54.00 (family) 
15.00 (youth 10.00) 8.00 18.00 
24.00 12.00 30.00 


$12.00 (overseas 19.50) 30.00 (overseas 52.50) 13.50 (overseas 21.00) 34.50 (overseas 57.00) 


(youth 10.00) 
25.00 
25.00 


30.00 
31.00 


12.00 
12.00 


$13.00 (overseas 20.00) 32.00 (overseas 52.00) 16.00 (overseas 23.00) 44.00 (overseas 55.00) 


Society for PCNs Paper copies of Almanac $15.00 (overseas 18.00) 40.00 (overseas 48.00) n/a n/a 
Electronic copies of Almanac only $7.00 $19.00 
Society for Siberian Iris 10.00 25200 12.00 30.00 


Species Iris Group (SIGNA)* 

Lifetime membership $300.00 
Spuria Iris Society 

E-membership 6.00 
Tall Bearded Iris Society 

Lifetime membership $300.00 


$12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


$10.00 (overseas 25.00) 


12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


$12.00 (overseas 15.00) 30.00 (overseas 40.00) 


15.00 


27.00 15.00 41.00 
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AIS STOREFRONT Sale Items & Publications 


The World of rises Highly recommended! 32 pages of full color. Edited 
by Warburton and Hamblen. 34 contributors and authors including international 
authorities. Published in 1978 and most authoritative book on all phases of irises. 
Scientific and popular. 6" x 9" hard bound cloth cover, 494 pages $15.00 plus S&H 


(USA $3.00; Canada $9.00; International $18.00) 


Quantity discounts: 20% off for 10 or more, 40% off for 100 or more. Contact 


Storefront for S&H. 


Handbook for Judges and Show Officials: 

Seventh Edition, 2007 

Insert (new pages) $12.00 plus S&H (USA $3.00; 
Canada $7.00; International $11.00). 

Insert w/cover $15.00 plus S&H (USA $3.00; 
Canada $3.00; International $11.00). 


Basic Iris Culture Booklet. Great information for new iris 
growers. Ideal for clubs and shows. New and in color. 
Price: $5.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada $4.00; 
International $6.00). 

Packet of 25 for $75.00 plus S&H (USA $7.00; Canada 
$30.00; International $44.00). 

AIS Members: Contact the AIS Storefront for Special 
AIS Member Discount Price. 


AIS Bulletins: Back Issues 

Current year and last year: $5.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International $9.00). 

Older issues (not all available): $2.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International $9.00). 

Pk of 25:$10.00 plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $22.00; 
International $34.00). 

Pk of 50: $15.00 plus S&H (USA $10.00; Canada 
$34.00; International $48.00). 


Check Lists: Ten-year compilation for registrations 
1939, 1949, 1959, 1969, & 1979 Reprint. Soft Cover. 
$10.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada $7.00; 
International $11.00). 

1989 & 1999 Hard Cover. $10.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $3.00; Canada $9.00; International $18.00). 
Discount Special: All 7 Ten-year Checklists for 
$50.00 plus S&H (USA $7.00; Canada $22.00; 
International $44.00). 

2009, 941 pages, available in a Soft Cover Book or a 
Hard Cover Book. Price: Soft Cover Book -$18.00 each 
plus S&H (USA $7.00; Canada $30.00; International 
$48.00). Hard Cover Book - $27.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $7.00; Canada $30.00; International $48.00). 
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Registrations and Introductions: Year 2010 and 2011: 
$10.00 each plus S&H (USA $2.00, Canada $3.00, 
International $6.00) Year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. $8.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $3.00, International $6.00). 
Discount Special: all 10 - Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 for 
$60.00 plus S&H (USA $4.00; Canada $13.00; 
International $24.00). 


75th Anniversary Commemorative Medal: Solid Silver, 
1%" across, Only 500 struck. $25.00 Plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $3.00; International $6.00). 


75th Anniversary Bulletin 
$2.00 each plus S&H (USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; 
International $9.00). 


50th Anniversary Bronze Medal: Antiqued bronze. 
Suitable for pendants, show prizes and special awards. 
$2.00 each plus S&H (USA $1.00; Canada $3.00; 
International $6.00). 

10 for $15.00 plus S&H (USA 3.00; Canada $6.00; 
International $11.00). 


AIS Seals (50 per pack): Self-adhesive ovals. 

Official design in blue and green on silver background. 
Pack $2.50 plus S&H (USA $1.00; Canada $3.00; 
International $6.00). 

5 Packs for $10.00 plus S&H (USA $2.00; 

Canada $4.00; International $8.00). 


AIS Iris Calendars: 

2012 AIS Iris Calendars: $1.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00, Canada $3.00, International $5.00) 
Pack of 10 for $8.00 plus S&H 

(USA $5.00, Canada $9.00, International $18.00). 


For additional item descriptions and price updates, check the AIS Website: 


www.irises.org > Member Services > Storefront 


Iris Post Cards (16 per pack) 

3 packs $2.00 plus S&H (USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; 
International $6.00). 

10 packs $7.00 plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $9.00; 
International $18.00). 

RVP Pins $32 (outgoing RVPs only) 

Sterling Silver with presentation box. Price: $35.00 each 
(includes S&H). 


Dream Gardener: Pioneer Nurseryman Bertrand H. Farr 
by George H. Edmonds 

(Limited Supply) $25.00 plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada 
$9.00 International $18.00). 


AIS Note Cards: five different themes (packets) available 
Theme #1-GARDEN DELIGHT, 

Theme #2-COUNTRY LANDSCAPE, 

Theme #3-BEARDED WONDERS, 

Theme #4-HAVE NOTS (beardless), 

Theme #5-GOING NATIVE. 

Each theme includes 8 different pictures, 8 envelopes and 
8 AIS Seals. Each card is 4 1⁄4” x 5 1⁄2” bifold. Price per 
packet $5.00 

Plus S&H (USA $2.00, Canada $3.00, International $6.00). 
Order by Theme # or Theme Name. (Pictures of Theme 
#1-Garden Delight are shown on the AIS Website). 


AIS “Invitation To Join” Flyers: Free in quantities of 100 
or less per affiliate. Additional packet of 25 for $4.00 
each plus S&H (USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International 
$8.00). More than 100, $15.00 per 100 plus S&H (USA 
$5.00; Canada $8.00; International $15.00). Order from 
Exhibition Chair (Show Supplies) or AIS Storefront. 
Order in packets of 25. 


Convention Handbook: Guidelines for planning/hosting a 
Spring National Convention and Fall Board Meeting. Free 


PUBLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH THE AIS 
STOREFRONT: 

The Louisiana Iris, The Taming of 

a Native American Wildflower, Second Edition Price: 
$25.00 each plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $5.00; 
International $12.00). 


Marie Caillet (1915-2010) A special publication by the 
Society of Louisiana Iris honoring Marie Caillet. 
Price: $15.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada and 
International $6.00). 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

S & H is per item and is in addition to item price. 
Prices are in US$. AIS can now accept VISA & 
Mastercard (sorry, no other charge cards) for Storefront 
orders (minimum order: $10.00). When charging your 
order, please include card type and number, expiration 
date, name on card, and phone number. The Storefront 
ships via media mail where possible. Priority, overnight 
and UPS shipment charges paid by the customer. Make 
checks or money orders payable to The American Iris 
Society. 


Send order to: 

AIS Storefront 

John & Kay Ludi 

P.O. Box 956, Sandy, OR 97055 
(503) 826-8808 
<AISStore@irises.org> 
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Advertising Rates 


lrises 


Without advertising, a terrible thing 
happens...nothing! 


AD SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

To place an ad, please contact the advertising editor. All ads must have 

a hard copy submitted to the advertising editor. List of specifications 
regarding digital submissions is available. We can not accept MS Publisher 
or WordPerfect files, as we do not have software to open them. Payment Fein hae (hn Eve 
is due with ad copy. The deadlines for ad submissions are as follows: : “ends Tas TATH 
August 15 (October issue); November 15 (January issue), February 15 040-464-3680 
(April issue), May 15 (July issue). Send ad and payment (payable to AIS) iol Frese Fox Abe 32015 
to: Robert A. Keup; 826 Main Rd; Phippsburg, ME 04562; 207-389-1043; 
<Rakeup@aol.com> 


a 


ee 生生 Wye leac Dios LAFITI 


Hiding ang Meo 
Bianpio leas 


SHOPPING SECTION 
Found in the back of each Bulletin. Placement is roughly alphabetical. 
Rate is for 4 issues. All ads, color or black and white are same cost. 


DE As Mra a ne iat RO aes SDS a ca A ONe, $60.00 
EF BENA A a A n te aaa hernia AEE EE aI T serene $80.00 
Salmon Creek Garden 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING Beas 
Award winning Irises 
Black & White: 
+ = Bearded and Beardless 
WSiDAscuy Mate toe re ee eee E A AE nA $40.00 l i 
4 时 2 $80.00 Introductions by Terry Aitken, Chuck 
V4 PAQE..cccercececerercrccceccccvccerereececeeereeees DOO XE RSO Mi: 。 Bunnell, Ken Fisher, Chad Harris, 
ae NOIZ Otel. ee Meee eee FAD TN EXOT a a Set $160.00 Bennett Jones, Lynn and Stephanie 
apace ver bicalleren terme E 3.65” w x 9.875”h.....$160.00 seat i Hate Smith, 
DL Bota eA RO ee 4.93” w x 9.875”h.....$240.00 es D 
pulpare he ET R 7.5°w x 9.8757h ......$320.00 $4." for Color Catalog Hian 
z l sci a $ Aitkens Salmon Creek Garden "sys k: 
POIT 608 NW 119 St ie 
aE EEO PAZE AASA LEN E AES ea $50.00 Vancouver WA 98685 
9 3.65”w x 4.875”h.....$100.00 Online catalog: 
page, horizontal, interior page ....7.5”w x 4.875"h ......200.00 www.flowerfantasy.net 
Ys page vertical, interior page........... 3.65” w x 9.875”h.....§200.00 
il pagcnbentom pace ae. meee nen r ar I OEE ES $400.00 f : 
4 consecutive issue discount BREEZE WAY 
V2 pacet eMo pa ea seteas nese eee $175.00 each IRIS GAR DEN 
fil pAgeatiiteriote teu eee wren. $350.00 each HAC PORE MINS RORICHIONG 
Color Cover: i 
Ys page inside front or A page inside back cover.............. $300.00 "ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF BEARDED IRIS 
。 。 。 。 NEWER, CLASSIC AND HISTORIC 
Eiilipaee nisi enro nno rinsi de bAckscOvch eas eee re at ae $600.00 E O a EAA a 
pae OAE DA COY EE ene. e oe lial Eo e $400.00 
full page outside back cover~.......... eNe AN A $800.00 NSIT HSA 


*For full page ads, please get new specifications from the advertising editor 


to ensure your ad looks its very best. 


There is a pdf available with detailed specs and other technical 


information. Contact the advertising editor to have it emailed to you. 


60 AIS Bulletin July/August 2012 


| BREEZEWAYIRIS.COM 


GEORGE BACON & DORIS BACON 
4600 KOME CORNERS ROAD 
BROOKLYN, WI 53521 
608-334-4594 


BAY VIEW GARDENS 
of Joseph J. Ghio 


1201 Bay St. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Send $3.00 for catalog listing 


the newest and finest in 
Tall Bearded and Pacifica irises 


“ee 


ae 
Hardy Heartland Iris 


Best quality iris 
chosen from our 
4,000 varieties: Newer, 
historics & more. 
Good prices. 


955 Cody Ave., Alliance, NE 69301 
(308)762-4420 


www.bluejiris.com 


Old & New 
Varieties 
GREAT VALUES 


BLUEBIRD HAVEN 
IRIS GARDEN 


6940 FAIRPLAY ROAD 
SOMERSET, CA 95684 
(530) 620-5017 © Catalog $1.00 


565 ii ám 


KEI ne oleman 
b S. Pond St 
ATU 5 “3539 
Cis 
ie x “irisOne TEH om 
205 336 3057 


Bridge In Time 


Iris Garden 


3057 Mitchell Weaver Rd. 
Scottsville KY 42164 
Email: Bridgeintime@aol.com 


Breeding for colder climate 
Rebloomers 


Wilkerson Introductions—2012 


BURSEEN IRIS 


1513 Ernie Lane 
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-1106 


The Latest Tall Bearded 
Tris Creations 
From Tom Burseen. 


C and T 


Iris Patch 


Tall bearded and rebloomers 


3200 varieties at 
reasonable prices 


Online and paper catalog 
2000 iris pictures online 


20524 CR 76 
Eaton, Colorado 80615 
(970) 454-0236 
www.candtirispatch.com 


email us at: 
contact@candtirispatch.com 
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Shopping Section 


CADD’S BEEHIVE 


IRIS GARDEN 


Anna & David Cadd 
329 North St 
Healdsburg, CA 95448 
(707) 433-8633 
caddsiris@comcast.net 


By Appointment Only 


WS, Chapman Iris 


i i E -e 
i f 
| iF 40 jenan Arbien 
Rig Cold Qlimare Harns 
W Lo EY iiit cal Milia Jaa 
] Ncw d at daft Borooved 


rail isd Haein 
Bybee =p i redd rbaa eee ed Dekere 
ad aul 
apah 了 rh 
So customs delay or hanke 


Comanche Acres 


Iris Gardens 
12421 SE State Rt. 116 
Gower, MO 64454 
816-424-6436 


Quality TB, Spuria & 
Louisiana irises 
at reasonable prices. 


- Introductions by - 
Jim Hedgecock and Don Murphy 
Tall bearded and Louisiana’s 
available online 


Separate Spuria color list $2. 
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Diamonds | 
cr Gold Int. 1E 


Beautiful custom = Two sizes, 
J 1 
designed 14 Kt gold oe 


pendant or pin. | sall 


-smaller 


www.dgintl.com 
diamonds@usinternet.com 
4086 Lakeland Ave N 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
(763) 535-9491 


DRAYCOTT 
GARDERS 


Beardless Irises from Carol Warner 


Introducing Pseudatas 
by Hiroshi Shimizu 


16815 Falls Road ant in 
Upperco, MD 21155 t \ | 
(410) 374-4788 | pi 5 
draycott @qis.net = 


www.draycott-gardens.com 


Siberian & Japanese 
Irises 


Featuring introductions by: 
Currier McEwen, John White, Chandler 
Fulton, Kamo Nurseries, Lee Walker 


1709 Harpswell Neck Road 
Harpswell, ME 04079 
207-833-6905 


www. EartheartGardens.com 
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ENSATA 
GARDENS 
Specialists in Japanese Iris. 
Color catalog with culture page: free. 


250 color photos with catalog online at 
www.ensata.com 


9823 E. Michigan Ave. 
Galesburg, Mich. 49053-9756 


FRED KERR’S 


Rainbow Hores 
P. O. Box 2191 
N. Highlands, CA 95660 
Kequest catalog featuring 
my tall bearded intros as 
well as recent intros from 
top hvbridizers. 
Wisit my Color web catalog at 
wew, rainbowacresonline,. com 
Email: rainacre@aol.com 


Hildenbrandt’s 
Iris Garden 


Listing over 400 varieties 
Of newer 


SDB, IB, BB, AB 
and TB Irises 


also, Beardless Irises 


Phone: 610-767-2712 
www.hildenbrandtsirisgarden.com 


HILDENBRANDT'S 


IRISGARDEN 
4245 Lovers Lane 
Slatington, PA 18080 


= 
{is Ins Garde, 
Sharing with you many 
TEE's Reblowmers, 
Historics, DM's... 
AD oor own introductions 


www. hisirisearden.com 


Dave & Loretta Headrick 
2669 Seal Ct. 
Merced, Ca, 95340 


hisirisgarden‘@ sheelobal.net 


IRIS CITY GARDENS 


Macey and Greg McCullough 
7675 Younger Creek Road 
Primm Springs, TN 38476 

800-934-4747 
www.iriscitygardens.com 
info@iriscitygardens.com 


Siberian, Louisiana 
and other beardless Species. 
We have antique iris, 
bearded iris and stainless 
steel garden markers. 


Catalog available online. 


The Iris Fan 


lris Garden and Nursery 


Jim & John Beecroft 
2941 NW Independence Hwy., 


Albany, OR 97321 
(541) 926-0892 
HTTP://www.theirisfan.com 
E-mail: jim@theirisfan.com 
We specialize in: "Quality" 
Bearded Irises: Historics - 


Classics - Newer Cultivars - 


Reblooming 
* TB's; MTB's; IB's; BB's; SDB's; 
MDB's; AB's 


IRIS HAVEN 


Louisiana Iris specialists 
Send US $2 (or equal) for free color catalog 


PO Box 6070, BAULKHAM HILLS BC 
NSW 2153, AUSTRALIA 


Tel 61 2 8883 5953 Fax 61 2 8883 5954 


Email: irishaven@pip.com.au or 
Website: www.irishaven.com.au 


Please email us for further details re 
export shipments from Australia. 


anew. ———— com 


E 845 S. East Ave. 
Laton, CA 93242 


irisoasis@yahoo.com 


Growing Tall Bearded Iris 
from Central California 


JOAN'S DANCE-(N-THE-THE-W/ND 
IRIS GARDEN 


EIL PERS 
810 S 14" STREET 
TEKRARLI AE feos? 
(a) See 
Pe eer athe Pei 


Hawar TE lrided, Collector Hoda, 
È Daylilies 
Ti pp iy pah Pc Lie | eee coker hei | 
ALTYT PLANTS - REASOAMABLE PRES 
STATE INSPECTED GARDE 


KEITH KEPPEL 
P.O. Box 18154 
Salem, OR 97305 


A Selection of Newer 
Keppel and Blyth 
Tall Beardeds and Medians 


Catalogue with Pedigrees $3.00 
Deductible from first order 


KARY IRIS GARDENS 
Ardi Kary 
6201 E. Calle Rosa 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
ArdiKary@aol.com 
Tall Bearded - Arilbred - Median 


21200 Varo 
* Dei Calak. SLD int 
+ Mal checis payaies bo Wired Swit 


ASRS Enada Gag 
Lake kabla, CA 97240-9371 


amai: ladcoosidedis iia com 
760) 378-3841 


P.O. Box 183 
Independence, OR 97351 
(503) 838-1168 
email: larry@lauersiris.com 
Website: lauersiris.com 


Send for a list of our 2012 
introductions & newer irises. Or 
view our catalog on the website. 


LOTTSIRIS.COM 


offers FREE irises 
with purchase. 


Hundreds of beautiful 


varieties with color photos. 


Mail order at 
iris@lottsiris.com 


Shopping Section 


GARDENS 
PO. Box 19; Boulder, CO 80306 


www.longsgardens.com 


Since 1905 
Iris from the “Top of the World” 


Featuring Irises from: D. Miller, 
Magee, Durrance, Hall, Hoage, 
Jorgensen, Moller, Olson, Stetson 


* 20% Better or Different 
* Good Growers 
* High Curb Appeal 


Douglas Kanarowski 
www.mariposairis.com 
irisguy@hush.com 


Mid-America 
Garden 


of Paul Black & Thomas Johnson 


BEARDED IRIS 


WWW. mid-americagarden.com 


COLOR CATALOG $6.00 
Foreign $10 U.S. Funds 


over 400 full color photos 


P O BOX 9008 
BROOKS OR 97305-0008 


Finest quality plants grown by us, 
dug frosh and delivered to your 
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Shopping Section 


wILD IRIS Ro 
l ca 


ROSS d DARGARA BEVIER 
4919 RINCON AVE 
SANTA ROSA A. C4 55808 
(PO?) 537-7346 


Specializing in TE ins 


HIER ws at 
HWW F H RE E 


NAPA COUNTRY 
IRIS GARDENS 


Jöha & lesky Painter 
Gay Steele Canyon Ma 
Hapa, Ca 4554 


QUALITY TB IRIS 


ened first class stamp for catalog 
avdela bbe April thrown July 
AA Na PRS. com 
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NEWBURN’S 
IRIS GARDENS 


1415 Meadow Dale Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68505-1940 
eugmarn@aol.com 


Growing over 1,000 varieties 
of tall bearded irises. 


Some new and many older irises 
at reasonable prices. 


Price List on Request. 


Prevost Ranch and Gardens 
4195 Siera Road San Jose, CA 96152 


Specializing in Tall Bearded and 
Rebiooming Iris 
Top Quality plants at very 
reasonable prices. 


Viewing Gardens are open in the 
spring and fall 


Www. walking-p-bar com/shopsite! 
For more information please call 
(408) 9295307 or email 
infogi-walking-p-bar.com 
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PLEASANTS VALLEY 
IRIS FARM 


Growers of Tall Bearded Iris. 


Gardens open to the public 
mid April to mid May. 


Mark and Kendall Richard 
7317 Pleasants Valley Road 
Vacaville, Ca. 95688 
707-451-3367 


Specializing in tall bearded and rebloomers. 
Visit us @ rainbowfarms.net 


3149 Kentucky Avenue 
Bedford, lowa 50833 
Phone: (712)523-2807 

Fax: (712) 523-2814 


Kenny, Krystal, Kelly, & Kody Norris 


Space Agers and Rebloomers 
Home of the Oasis Series 


Price list available 
See our web site 
for pictures and prices 
Cathy White 
14000 Oasis Road 
Caldwell, ID 83607 
(208) 455-0254 
CathySWhite@ aol.com 


www.sandhollow.com 


SNOWPEAK IRIS 


Denise Stewart 
38956 Lacomb Dr 
Lebanon, OR 97355 
541-259-2343 FAX: 541-259-0538 


ON-LINE: 
http://www.snowpeakiris.com 
email: snowpeakiris@gmail.com 


IRIS GARDENS 


3625 Quinaby Road, Salem, Oregon 97303 
Visit us online at www.schreinersgardens.com 


Fine Iris for discerning collectors. 


GROWERS - HYBRIDIZERS - 
ORIGINATORS 


America’s Finest Iris Catalog. Accurate 
color illustrations, a treasure trove 
ofinformation. $5.00 


STOUT GARDENS 
at Dancingtree 


Spritaliging in fine imi C dapiiier 


You'll receive quality rhizomes 
proven tough in OkE home 


Guaranteed healthy and corect 
or your money. back 


Shop on-line and save ime 
and money! 


www. stoutgardens.com 
stoutgparndeni cox.net 


ST 
Am 


9 INIS CANDEINS 


Rick Tasco / Roger Duncan 
2536 Old Hwy., Dept. A12 
Cathey's valley, CA 95306 


phone 209 277 
E.moll teandrcr@elecrotel com? 
BEARDED IRIS 
HISTORIC IRIS 
REBLOOMEAS 
ARILBREDS 
USSCIPTIVE CATALOGS $1.50 

=| 1.009 ree es 
Crack oul our =) 200 phates gi 


PP pe oS 


16592 Road 208, Porterville, CA 93257 
1-800-558-5107 Fax 1-559-784-6701 


Web site: suttoniris.com 
Email: info@suttoniris.com 


Specializing 
in reblooming 
and space age iris. 


Catalog $5.00 


6017 Highway 76 East 
Springfield, TM. 37172 


1,000 varieties of old and new 
Bearded iiss 


Find the U musual 


We specialize in all types of Ins 
Bearded, Geardless, Species & Spei A 


Wildwood Gardens 
PO. Box 250 
Molalla, OR 97038-0250 
gardens molalla.net 


htipowiew wildwoodpandens mei 


Colfer Catalog 55.10) 


Don and Ginny Spoon 
1225 Reynolds Rd. 


Cross Junction, VA 22625 
(540) 888-4447 


Bearded Irises: Introductions 
Reblooming Irises a specialty 
Tall Beardeds-Medians-Dwarfs 
Newer Varieties-Classics-Historics 
Send $5 for descriptive color catalog 
e-mail: vspoon@aol.com 
www.winterberryirises.com 


ZEBRA GARDENS. 
UTs 


PURSUING TOMORROAW TODAY 


Distinctive bearded iris. 
Broken color flowers, variegated 
foliage. TBs. Medians. & MDBs 


Brad & Kathie Kasperek 
9130 North 5200 West 
Elwood, Utah 84337 
(435) 257-0736 


Price List $3.00 


Lowiniwaie Iris Garden 


Patrick O’Connor 
4628 Newlands St. Metairie, LA 70006 
(504) 456-6060 


www. zydecoirises.com 
patrick@zydecoirises.com 
Look for Zydeco on Facebook 


See website for extensive 
information on Louisiana 
irises: culture, propagation, 
the species, articles, 
gardens, pictures, links. 


Online catalog only 


Shopping Section 
Iris Related Merchandise 


AAA QUALITY 
ENGRAVERS 


Botanical Garden 
Quality Engraved 
Labels for Iris 

& other plants. 


e U.V. Stable 

e Quickly Installed 

e AAA Service, 1-2 wks. 
e Black or Teal Green 

e New Round Corners 

e “Simply Elegant” stakes 


Ask for FREE SAMPLE 
AAA QUALITY ENGRAVERS 


P.O. Box 741100, Dept. IR 
New Orleans, LA 70174-1100 
(504) 361-3944 e Fax (504) 361-1610 
bestsign @bellsouth.net 


Breeding Red Irises: 


The Carotenoids 
WWW.rediris.us 


Book about carotenoid genes & 
how they control flower color 
and much more 


“The book | wish | had when | 
began iris breeding’... 
-- Dan Meckenstock 


$54.00 
foreign orders add $11.00 S&H 
30 day Money Back Guarantee 


Dan Meckenstock, PhD 
1407 Main Street Hays KS 67601 
dmeck@eaglecom.net 
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IRIS SUPPLIES 


For 


HYBRIDIZERS & COLLECTORS 


Vinyl Slip-on Plant Tags 


Hybridizing “Bread Style” Hang Tags 


Microtubes and Storage Boxes 


Colored Wire Pollen Parent Markers 
Forceps & Reverse Action Tweezers 


Plastic Pot Labels 
Garden Markers & Ziplock Bags 
Seed Drying & Pouring Boats 
And More 


www.Iris-Supplies.biz 


Earth Star, Inc. 
Winchester, KY 40391 
Phone: 859-737-2634 

E-mail: earthstarinc@earthlink.net 


| 
| m 
Are you looking for a heavy duty 
permenant Garden Marker? 


We have been manufacturing & selling 
quality Garden Markers since 1953. 


For more information, please call 
(208) 743-2137 
SEE FINE MARKER CO. 
1009 'N' St., Lewiston, ID 83501 


100% Stainleès Steel 
Plant Markers 


= Resistant fo rust and 
| corrosion 


| = Removable plate that 
cannot fall off 

> Heavy duty 10 gauge 
posts resist bending 

> Made to withstand the 
the fest of tire 


www. KincaldGardens.com 
616-324-493 


If you love Tall Bearded Iris, 
then this is the group for you. 


Join us! 


Tall Bearded Iris Society 
PO Box 6991 
Lubbock, TX 79493-6991 
www.tbisonline.com 


Iris Related Merchandise 


Iris Cards, Prints 
and Unique Gifts 


by Botanical Artist, 
Stephanie Scott 


Visit my website 
and the Irises. 


Sign up for 
email specials. 


www.StephanieScott.org 
20% off coupon code for 


members. Write IRIS at check 
out or call me (925)352-4852 


The British Iris Society sends greetings and 
a warm welcome to its American friends. 


Join the BIS and you will receive our super Year Book and exciting Seed Distribution list. 


We have a $ checking account to enable US members to pay their subscriptions in US$. 


Pay Pal Facility available. 


The current subscription is $25 annual, or $70 triennial. 
Additional family members living at the same address are free. 


Enquiries and enrolments should be addressed to: 
Mrs Jill Christison, Mill House, Woodlands Lane, 
Chichester, West Sussex. PO19 5PA. UK 


e-mail: jillchr@btinternet.com 


Subscription renewals to E.H. Furnival, 
15 Parkwood Drive, RAWTENSTALL, BB4 6RP, U.K. e-mail: 


ehf.bis@btinternet.com 
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HOWLING AT THE MOON 


(Baumunk 2012) 
— (High Priestess X Ring Around Rosie) 


-COMME UN VOLCAN = dy 


(Bersillon 2012) - 
(‘Derviche’ X ‘Special Feature’) f 
Gold Medal - (2 r 


aa 


FRESH POWDER 
(Van Liere 2012) 


(Solomon’s Treasure X Jersey Bounce) 


Co-introduced with Iris4U Garden 


GIRL TROUBLE 


(Baumunk 2012) 
(I Feel Good X (High Priestess x Elizabethan Age) 


[LOVE BITES (SDB) 


(Stout 2012) 
((Unk. X Ruby Eruption) X Unk.) 


ips. 
3 NEW 2012 SPECIES- x INTROS FROM JOHN TAYLOR! (Limited!) 

KALPA ake X self) | TARKA extensive breeding CHAN DRA ( (Foursome sib X self) 

3 S 7 | - . = = oo oe SE e 


STOUT GARDENS at DANCINGTREE 


1000 varieties of iris & daylilies to choose trom 


www.stoutgardens.com 405.642.4190 
hugh@stoutgardens.com OKLAHOMA CITY 


POSTMASTER: send change of address to 
Bulletin of the American Iris Society 
(ISSN 0747-4172) 

PO Box 177 

De Leon Springs, FL 32130 


Address Service Requested 


Periodicals postage paid De Leon 
Springs, FL and at additional offices 


hoto: Will Plétiner 


E | ' 


President’s Cup Winner: Franklin Cook Cup Winner: 
‘Easy Being Green’ (Richards, 2010) ‘Greatest Show on Earth’ (Kerr, 2010) 


